
 
 
 



 
Message from the Chairman, City of Dublin Vocational Education Committee  
 
 
On behalf of the City of Dublin Vocational Education Committee I wish to 
congratulate the Sports and Cultural Council on its Diamond Jubilee Celebrations.  

 
The C.D.V.E.C. itself was formed 65 years ago after the passing 
of the Vocational Education Act in 1930.  
 
It is significant that only five years elapsed before the teachers in 
the Dublin vocational schools decided to set up a structure to 
promote extra curricular activities and organise inter-school 
competitions. Originally entitled the Central Students' Union it 
performed sterling work over the years. In 1977 it became the 

Sports and Cultural Council to more accurately denote the work it was performing.  
 
I acknowledge the input of so many people in its activities. So much of its work is of 
a voluntary nature. School staff have given generously of their time to train teams and 
individuals, to organise games and to transport players. Debating, drama, music and 
dance are now highlights of the V.E.C. cultural year.  
 
The present network of sporting and cultural activities organised by the S.C.C. and 
linking the 21 vocational colleges in the scheme, the 6 prison schools and the 8 
Youthreach centres is of immense value in bonding the largest nexus of educational 
facilities in the country that is the C.D.V.E.C.  
 
I wish to pay tribute to all those who have laboured generously over the years and 
passed on the torch of selflessness and enthusiasm in the area of sporting and cultural 
endeavours.  
 
I want to pay special tribute to the elected officers who over the decades have carried 
the brunt of the organisation. I appreciate too, the amount of work that is required to 
organise a major event like the Annual Sports or the Annual Debating Competition 
not to mention the very enjoyable Annual Dinner Social in the Tara Towers!  
 
I wish to thank Jim Cooke for the research work he has done in helping to complete 
this Diamond Jubilee Year Book.  
 
Finally, on behalf of the Committee I wish the S.C.C. and all its participants every 
best wish for the future.  
 
 
 
Joe Costello T.D. 
 
 
 



 
Message from the President of the Sports and Cultural Council  
 
 
In 1980 on taking up my appointment as Chief Executive Officer of C.D.V.E.C. I was 
unaware that I was also inheriting the eminently satisfying additional role of honorary 
President of the Sports and Cultural Council.  
 

Over the past fifteen years of working closely with S.C.C. and 
observing the many voluntary tasks undertaken by so many 
dedicated, energetic and expert teachers, has been a confirmation 
to me of the uniqueness of this organisation's input to the 
education of the youth of Dublin.  
 
Presiding during a period of rapid change in school population, I 
admire the competence and foresight which not only copes with, 

but in fact leads, the changes necessary to allow the pupils under our care to achieve 
in sport and culture. The unflagging enthusiasm witnessed when attending the Annual 
Sports Day, "finals night" at the Boxing Stadium, Public Speaking, Debating, 
Photography or Art Exhibitions, shows not only the wealth of talent amongst students 
and staff but also the friendly rivalry which unites our schools. Field games, 
swimming and indoor sports all play their role in giving channels of expression to our 
youth as do the new areas of activity which are never short of promoters.  
 
During the month of May, with both its end of year and examination pressures, I am 
totally amazed at the efficiency of the Annual Athletics Finals at Terenure and more 
recently at Belfield and Morton Stadium Santry, as students from all our C.D.V.E.C. 
schools vie for gold, silver or bronze. The S.C.C. Annual Dinner and Social has 
become an event not to be missed and contributes to the social interaction of both past 
and present staff who through the various sub-committees have over the decades 
organised so many events for the benefit of our pupils.  
 
The publication of this Diamond Jubilee book is a tribute to the ideals of the founders 
of the Central Students Union, and confirmation those sixty years has witnessed 
expansion at every level. I am delighted to be associated with this document; it is a 
record of ambition and achievement which is to be greatly admired.  
 
With all good wishes and my thanks for the excellent work achieved.  
 
 
 
W.J. Arundel. 
 
 
 



Message from the Chairman of the Board of Studies  
 
 
On behalf of the Board of Studies, I would like to extend heartiest congratulations to 
the S.C.C. on the occasion of its 60th anniversary.  
 

A fixed item on the agenda for every Board of Studies meeting 
is the S.C.C. Report. Listening to these reports over the years 
makes one very conscious of the central role played by the 
S.C.C. in the total educational experience of our Students. Every 
Student has an outlet through which to display and further 
develop his or her particular talents and abilities. Whether these 
talents are in Art or Athletics, Drama or Sport, Debating or 
Public Speaking, a program of events is provided through which 
the special needs and interests of each Student are catered for.  

 
The profile of the Student population in C.D.V.E.C. Schools and Colleges has 
changed significantly in recent years with many more pupils entering the scheme at 
senior and P.L.C. level. The S.C.C. has managed very successfully to alter and 
develop its programmes accordingly, whilst at the same time providing as 
comprehensive a programme as ever for our more traditional school population.  
 
A great deal of gratitude is owed to the many staff members who have served as 
officers and on the various S.C.C. sub-committees down through the years. I wish the 
S.C.C. every success in all its endeavours during this jubilee year.  
 
 
 
Kevin O'Meara 



 
 
 

 
 

 
Board of Studies 

 
Seated , left to right: 

 
Sean Treacy; Rita Clifford; Josephine O'Donnell; Liam Arundel C.E.O; Kevin 

O'Meara, Chairman; Pól O'Cuinneagáin, Secretary; Marie Oxx; Noreen Breen; 
Sean O'Dwyer. 

 
 
 

Standing, left to right: 
 

Evan Buckley; David Treacy; Liam Bell; Tony Breen; Vincent Sammon; Alex 
Silke; Sean Connolly; Pearl Quigley; Pat Coughlan; Terry Doyle; Brendan 

Hester; Angela O'Connor; Phil McHugh; 
 

Tom Raleigh; Aidan Clifford; Brendan Tiernan; Michael King; Mary Lonergan; 
Alf Bryan; 

 
Aidan Mulligan; Donal Ó hEanaigh; Michael Challoner; Phil Galvin. 



Introduction.  
 
 
It has been my privilege, my pleasure and my concern to have been chairman of the 
Sports and Cultural Council for the past eleven years. The S.C.C.'s mission is to 
stimulate, encourage and morally support the vital grassroots infrastructure in the 
development of cultural and sporting activities which are now judged to be of the 
highest standard.  
 

That this excellence has been achieved is a glorious tribute to the 
many teachers who voluntarily give of their time and expertise. 
They deserve our gratitude and commendation, and to be 
associated with them in this noble work is my great honour.  
 
"The timeless in you is aware of life's timelessness and knows that 
yesterday is but today's memory and tomorrow is today's dream. . 
. But if in your thought you must measure time into seasons, let 

each season encircle all other seasons, and let today embrace the past with 
remembrance and the future with longing."  
 
- The Prophet, by Kahlil Gibran.  
 
The Diamond Jubilee of our S.C.C. is an appropriate time to look back with justifiable 
pride on our achievements and look forward with optimism to the opportunities we 
will have in the future.  
 
This publication spans the years 1935-1995 and is an exciting and living history. It 
demonstrates how both the ordinary and the extraordinary events of the S.C.C. were 
understood, recorded and put into historical context - when they happened.  
 
It is at once a work of sound scholarship and as easy to read as a superb novel for it is 
beautifully produced by our colleague Jim Cooke of Ringsend Technical Institute. We 
not only have facts, dates and names, but a real sense of the mind and temperament of 
our people, our way of life, our ideals and an understanding account of our sports and 
culture.  
 
The reader's hindsight becomes a provocative intellectual tool. He/she knows what is 
going to happen! Here is the great adventure - following the events recorded by our 
various secretaries as they were first interpreted.  
 
"If they only could have known that. . ." will certainly spark many readers to an 
appreciation of the history of the S.C.C. they never had before.  
 
This work breathes life into history.  
 
 
 
Rita Clifford,  
 
Chairman, Sports & Cultural Council. 
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When I was asked to assist with producing this commemorative book I found that the 
Hon. Secretary, Sean O'Dwyer, had all of the planning already done. So I launched 
into reading the C.S.U./S.C.C. Minute Books from 1935, but soon realised that at least 
two years would be needed to research a full history. The alternative was to select 
highlights from the Minutes from May 1935 up to the present in 1995.  
 

This selection from the Minutes represents about one tenth of 
their volume, and inevitably many items over the years are 
omitted. What is here is representative of the policy decisions 
and activities of C.S.U./S.C.C., but I made no attempt to chart 
any school's progress or results.  
 
I was struck by the spirit of service in C.S.U./S.C.C. over the 
years right up to today among all its members, especially its 
officers and those who were recently approached for articles, 

information, or assistance. Some persons produced a second article and those I 
interviewed such as J.B. Hickey and Nicky Corish could not have been more 
enthusiastic or helpful. The many articles by current members represent a living 
witness to the wide physical and cultural education of our students.  
 
From the early days of the Feis and of the Debates of the 1950s the cultural area has 
blossomed into diverse forms, just as many new sports were added over the years to 
the calendar of events.  
 
I would like to thank also the many Principals and many others who lent old 
photographs, and Frank Barr who took the new ones which were needed.  
 
My regular meetings with the Chairperson, Rita Clifford, the Treasurer, Sean Treacy, 
and the Hon. Secretary were most useful and enabled this undertaking to be 
completed on time.  
 
I am very honoured to forward this record of achievement in the annals of Vocational 
Education, and to leave an account of S.C.C.'s first 60 years for future historians.  
 
 
 
Jim Cooke, Editor.  
 
May 1995 
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OLD SOLDIERS: FOUNDATIONS  
 
Jim Cooke 
 
Physical Education in the City of Dublin Vocational Schools was first introduced 
under a scheme agreed between the Department of Education and the Department of 
Defence, dating from 1928, whereby soldiers were seconded part-time to schools to 
give this instruction. Thereby began a long association between Army Instructors and 
our schools which continues down to the present day when some of our P.E. teachers 
are ex-army men. The first and greatest old soldier was M. J. Doogan, a Royal Dublin 
Fusilier who transferred to the Irish Army and introduced physical training to the 
technical schools, even before the 1930 Vocational Education Act was passed.  
 
The Commission on Technical Instruction (Ingram Commission) of 1926-27, which 
led to the passing of the 1930 Vocational Education Act, recommended for technical 
schools in urban areas a list of subjects which included physical culture. No doubt 
inspired by this recommendation General Mulcahy, Minister for Local Government, 
approached the Minister for Defence in connection with the possibility of developing 
physical training in certain of the schools of the State. He suggested in particular the 
City of Dublin technical schools and pointed out that attached to one of the Secondary 
Schools of the City, which catered for 200 boys, was a hall suitable for a Gymnasium 
and that Commissioner Hernon was desirous of implementing the scheme. (Dublin 
Corporation was suspended from 1924 until 1930 and was replaced by three 
Commissioners during that time, Commissioner P. J. Hernon having responsibility for 
Technical Instruction).  
 
General Mulcahy enquired if there was any person who could advise on equipping the 
hall as an up-to-date Gymnasium and if he could be seconded to advise Commissioner 
Hernon. When the hall was equipped it was proposed that the Army supply the 
necessary number of instructors to instruct 200 boys on each Saturday morning from 
9.30 a.m. to 1 p.m. in three batches of 70.  
 
The Department of Defence said that they had such a man in the Curragh and that the 
Army Finance Officer saw no objection to the proposal. With regard to the supplying 
of instructors enquiries were being made as to whether sufficient instructors were 
available to take on this extra work, without interfering with the training of the 
Reserve and that the Chief of Staff would find out the position. The Chief of Staff 
later replied that instructors could be provided and that the scheme could start 
forthwith.  
 
The man from the Curragh to advise Commissioner Hernon was M. J. Doogan. 
Doogan was born in 1893 and at 16 years of age joined the Special Reserve of the 
Royal Dublin Fusiliers, playing hockey for Monkstown at this time also. The same 
year he enlisted into the Regular Army, Royal Dublin Fusiliers. As a young sergeant-
major with the 107th Rifles of the Royal Dublin Fusiliers he fought in the bloody 
Battle of Messines Ridge in the 1914-18 War as a reconnaissance officer. When the 
Rifles were disbanded on the reduction of establishment following the Government of 
Ireland Act Doogan transferred to the Irish Army with a military character of Very 
Good. He had been awarded British War and Victory Medals and the Belgian Croix-
de-Guerre. (In 1968 when King Baudouin of the Belgians and Queen Fabiola visited 
Dublin, M. J. Doogan, now 75 years of age, had a special place of honour at the 
wreath laying ceremony at Arbour Hill, when the King returned his salute).  
 



In 1922 M. J. Doogan transferred to the Irish Army at the Curragh and was appointed 
2nd Lieut., acting Assistant Adjutant to establish the Officers' Training Corps, with 
the permanent rank of Battalion Sergeant Major. In 1924 he was appointed in charge 
of the Army Physical Training School and organised physical training courses. He 
submitted lists of equipment for the following Army Schools, Portobello, Limerick, 
Athlone, Cork, Collins (Dublin) and the Curragh. In 1925 he continued to organise 
courses and displays in Castlebellingham, Ardee, Dundalk, Clonbullogue etc. In 1926, 
at the All-Army Championships held in Cork he carried out a torchlight tattoo and 
gymnastics display. In 1927 he conducted a military tattoo with coloured bulbs with a 
team 400 strong and put on various figures such as E.I.R.E. 1014 to 1927, with a 
pageant through the ages.  
 
It was M. J. Doogan whom the Chief and Staff recommended in 1928 to assist the 
City of Dublin Technical Schools. Doogan immediately set to work and in the results 
of competitions, Tailteann Games, Gymnastic Section, 1928, among the many 
successful Army teams which he trained, there appears a second prize winner 
Technical Institute (Trainer, Sgt. Maj. Doogan).  
 
In 1933 John Ingram, Chief Inspector of the Department of Education (Technical 
Instruction Branch) wrote to M. J. Doogan, requesting his services in conducting 
Summer Courses for teachers employed by Irish Vocational Education Committees to 
train instructors in Physical Training the course to be held at the Technical School 
Rathmines (men) or at the Technical School, Ballsbridge, Dublin (women). The 
courses were to be conducted, there being sufficient applications.  
 
M. J. Doogan took on all sports and gymnastics, he trained boxers, organised the 
sports events and kept the grounds of the C.D.V.E.C. in Terenure in excellent 
condition, living in the caretakers house for many years. As the C.S.U./S.C.C. records 
show he became a legend in his own lifetime and cemented the link between the 
Army and the Vocational Schools. The photograph below shows a morning drill 
practice in Rathmines Town Hall, where he was based, now at the age of 72 years 
(1965). 
 

 
 

72-year old Physical Training Instructor Michael J. Doogan puts a class through 
their paces in the Town Hall, Rathmines, Dublin, 1965. 

 



He retired in 1968 after 40 years dedicated service to the City of Dublin Vocational 
Schools. For much of this time he was assisted by, and equalled by, his son Michael 
who was the P/T instructor in Bolton Street and together they championed many a 
boxing team and sports event.  
 
The early initiative by General Risteard Mulcahy (who later became a Minister for 
Education) in 1928 was taken up immediately and in June of that year the City of 
Dublin Technical Instruction Committee sought quotations from several firms for the 
requisition of drill kit (167 pairs of shoes, 152 singlets, 152 navy shorts, and 152 
belts). Five hundred feet of rope was also ordered to make skipping ropes.  
 
In September 1930 an account for £38-6s-0d was submitted by the Department of 
Defence for the service of Army Instructors for the period 1st December 1929 to 31st 
August 1930. 
 
In November 1930 the newly formed City of Dublin V.E.C. which now included the 
Pembroke and Rathmines Townships, acquired the use of one of the Old Wesley 
Rugby Football Club's grounds for the season for £5 to cater for organised games, the 
ground formerly used at Pembroke Park being considered to be unsuitable.Simularly 
the use of Old Wesley Hockey Club's grounds was also acquired for £5-0s-0d.  
 
In August 1931 the C.D.V.E.C. after deciding to hire the same grounds as last year for 
games for Rathmines students as well as a playing ground for the Camogie Club, also 
considered the question of a general sportsground and decided to refer it to a General 
Committee who ordered that suitable Sports Fields be advertised for.  
 
In November 1931 it was decided that Physical Training Classes be held temporarily 
in the Gaelic League Hall attached to 25 Parnell Square at a fee of 5/- per hour for 6 
hours but that more hours were expected to be added.  
 
In May 1932 the City of Dublin V.E.C. decided to establish Physical Training Classes 
on two evenings per week for women and two evenings per week for men. A fee of 
2/6 was charged if P.E. was being taken as an additional subject, or 10/- if it was 
being taken as a single subject. In November 1932 Rathmines School were offered the 
use of Graftonian, of its pitch, pavilion, utensils and groundsman for the sum of £17-
0s-0d for the season, and this was accepted.  
 
In February 1933 it was decided to investigate how a general ground could be 
acquired for use by all the schools. In September 1933 it was agreed to order the hire 
of a hall at 19 Parnell Square for Physical Training Classes for £1 per week for 8 
hours' use, and 2/6 per hour for each hour in excess. It was also agreed to accept the 
offer to use Monkstown Football Club's grounds as required for the sum of £5-00 per 
season.  
 
In May 1934 it was noted that the summer courses in Physical Training were going 
ahead and as usual M. J. Doogan was the Chief organiser and instructor. It was also 
noted that the usual arrangements for the hiring of sports grounds for camogie, 
hockey, and football were being made.  
 
Then in August 1935 a special meeting of the C.D.V.E.C. sat to consider the 
acquisition of a sports ground on the Southside of the city in view of the recent (May) 
establishment of the Central Students' Union, and agreed to lease the sports grounds at 
Terenure, recently occupied by the National University Club. These grounds 



contained 14.4 acres, 2 pavilions already on site, a mens' and ladies' pavilion. The 
larger pavilion had accommodation for about 180 individuals, 4 showers and a group 
of washbasins, lavatory accommodation etc.. The smaller ladies pavilion was moved 
to a better site and re-erected in April 1936.  
 
Mr. Doogan, Physical Training Instructor, estimated that 5 full size playing pitches 
could be laid out for football, hurling, camogie etc. as well as provision for basketball 
and 5 lawn tennis courts. The agreement was made for a lease of 50 years at £460-0s-
0d per year's rent. The C.S.U. was now secure. 
 

 
 

1st Post War Standard Course Army School of Physical Culture 1946-47. Back 
Row, 2nd from left: Jim McCusker; Third Back Row, 5th from left: Michael Ryan; 

 
Second Row from front, extreme right: Frank McBennett. 

 
The early Army Instructors were the first of a continuing association between the Irish 
Army Instructors and the Vocational Schools. The next wave of Instructors came 
from the first Post War Standard Physical Training Course organised in the Army 
School of Physical Culture from October 1946 to June 1947 and included the senior 
P.T. man of recent years: Michael Ryan (retired), Jim McCusker (deceased) and 
Frank McBennett (deceased).  
 
Michael Ryan specialised in athletics as his curriculum vitae elsewhere in this record 
suggests and he was an able administrator; Jim McCusker was an outstanding boxing 
coach, also specialising in drill display and administration; Frank McBennett 
specialised in gymnastics and athletics and was the trainer of the all-conquering 
Dundalk Soccer Team; Paddy Hogan specialised also in gymnastics and athletics and 
was a great volleyball enthusiast; Tony Walker was an excellent gymnast and 
promoted Gaelic games; and the legendary Pat Coote specialised in gymnastics and 
athletics and became a very able administrator.  
 
The records of these men shine through the Minutes of the C.S.U./S.C.C. and have 
brought immense value to the physical welfare and skills of many generations of boys 



and girls. The Army link is still strong among serving P.E. teachers and the long line 
from the early days of M. J. Doogan is intact. 
 
ROLL OF HONOUR  
 
Rita Clifford 
 
 
The Ceide Fields of Mayo teases one's intellect and stretches one's imagination. The 
Book of Kells, the Ardagh Chalice, the Newgrange Monument are living records to 
the Irish genius. Is it any wonder, that from the earliest times to the present, the Irish 
influence in the arts, trade, learning and sports is quite remarkable?  
 
My unenviable task is to write about members of the S.C.C. who, in the corporate 
wisdom and judgement of our executive, have left their stamp on our 60 years of 
growth and development.  
 
The dictionary defines a genius as a person with exceptional ability, especially of a 
highly original kind. Brian Friel, Bill Whelan, Sean Kelly and Bernadette Greevy are 
but a few of the many cultural geniuses who spring to mind. Their skills are unique 
and as individual as a finger print.  
 
Such are those in my brief.  
 
Liam Arundel  
 
Mr Liam Arundel C.E.O. has been President of S.C.C. since 1980. There is a long 
thread of support from C.E.O.s which weaves its way through all the S.C.C. years. 
With the enormous work load caused by the developments in education in the end of 
the century Mr. Arundel could be forgiven if he were to limit his involement with 
S.C.C. But no, he is our inspiration and our patron and he is driven by his conviction 
about the importance of character development of our students. We value his advice 
and support and look forward to many more years of co-operation.  
 
Mick C. Doogan  
 
The great father- son combination of M.J. Doogan and M.C. Doogan accounted for 
the great boxing successes by the Dublin team in the Inter-City contests. There is 
some tribute paid elsewhere in this journal to the elder M.J. Doogan, but the son M.C. 
also deserves a special tribute. He took first prize in the gymnastics competion, 
Tailteann Games, 1932, which launched him on an outstanding physical training 
career. In 1936 he was appointed to the staff of Marino Vocational School. His 
C.D.V.E.C. career stretched for the next 47 years until his retirement from Bolton 
Street in 1983. In 1949 in the Feis Maitiu, Bolton Street Technical School secured 1st 
place in physical culture under his instruction.  
 

 



 
S.C.C. Medallion of Honour 

 
His involvement in all C.S.U. activities, especially boxing, gymnastics and field 
games was a most dedicated one but in addition he was treasurer of the Tailteann 
Games for over 20 years and treasurer of the International Catholic Games for over 30 
years.  
 
Pól Ó Cuinneagáin  
 
Pól joined the V.E.C. in 1968 and his service to S.C.C. which began then, continues to 
the present day. He held many officerships in field games, culture, swimming and 
hurling and he was Chairperson of S.C.C. from 1974-1977 and from 1982-1984. The 
highlights for Pól were his contribution to the 40th Anniversary celebration and the 
production of the Cuirim Cheoil in the Mansion House. Pól's driving force is his 
conviction that the personal, social and cultural development of students, is at least, as 
important as their academic achievements.  
 
 
Michael Ryan  
 
Michael Ryan was one of the most innovative and versatile members of the S.C.C. He 
was a great all-round sportsman who won numerous titles on the track and cross-
country in the 40s and 50s.  
 
He joined the V.E.C. in 1960 and was soon pioneering Physical Education in schools 
and clubs. As secretary of S.C.C: and an enthusiast for GAA., he encouraged and 
promoted Gaelic football, hurling and camogie, not just in C.D.V.E.C. but 
countrywide. While he held the offices of Public Relations Officer, Press Officer and 
Chairman of the Ard Chomhairle of the G.A.A. at various times in the 60s he kept his 
eye on the S.C.C. "ball." Michael was Chairman of S.C.C. from 1970 to 1973 and in 
1972 was nominated as S.C.C. representative to the National Council for Sport and 
Recreation.  
 
He assisted in the training of Gaelic football and hurling teams at school, club and 
county level. Long before sports injury treatment became a profession Michael was an 
expert. He ministered to the injuries of the great Dublin Senior Football teams of the 
70s. After his retirement he continued his learning in the area of sports injuries. He 
now has a very successful clinic in Clontarf.  



 
He was vice-Principal of Marino Vocational School from 1976 to 1984 and the 
enthusiasm for sports which he instilled in the students there lives on to the present 
day. Anyone who has met Marino in competition wi1l vouch for this.  
 
Nick Corish  
 
Nick Corish's service to the students through S.C.C spanned nearly fifty years. He is 
an active and inspiring person. From his first days as a teacher he was involved in 
extra curricular activities. His main contributions were in Swimming, Boxing and 
Gaelic games. He helped to organise the swimming Galas in Blackrock, Iveagh, Tara 
Street and Kevin Street. He spearheaded the campaign for much needed 
improvements in facilities for swimming, and he laid great emphasis on life saving 
skills. Mick was also acively involved in the Dublin/London boxing competition, one 
of the annual highlights of our S.C.C. activities in the 50s and 60s.  
 
He was Chairman of S.C.C. from 1957-59 and in 1970, when the number of students 
was growing rapidly, he was the brains behind the campaign for a major re-
organisation of the S.C.C. to cater for the new developments. He worked tirelessly for 
the improvement of standards in Gaelic games. Over a period of thirty years he 
became a respected and much sought-after referee of football and hurling.  
 
Eamon Gaffney  
 
Eamon Gaffney's period of involvement with S.C.C. brings us almost to the present 
day. Eamon stayed with Gaelic Football and devoted all his energy to developing the 
sport within the V.E.C. and expanding into the Leinster Competitions. Unfortunately 
for S.C.C. new developments in Co. Meath enticed Eamon away from us in 1994. Our 
loss is Meath's gain. We wish him every success.  
 
George Dunne  
 
George Dunne's involvement with the S.C.C. spread over forty years. He chaired the 
council from 1966 to 1970. During this time a decision was made to integrate the 
sports days into a one day event for boys and girls. At the same time spectacular 
growth in basketball and volleyball took place. He - like many chairpeople before and 
since - was unhappy with the progress in the development of facilities in the Terenure 
and Whitehall sports grounds. While he was secretary of the "sport"sub-committee he 
acted as a selector and mentor for the inter-county hurling team.  
 
He was a tireless worker in the expansion of athletics and cross-country. Week after 
week, for close on thirty years, he refereed Gaelic games at all levels. He endeavoured 
to get his students to bring their conduct into conformity with their ideals both on and 
off the playing field. He was an excellent role-model and a very fair referee, always 
ready to explain his decisions.  
 
In the l980s George is best remembered as chairman of the Golf sub-committee. His 
support for the new developments in the cultural area, especially in debating and 
public speaking was very significant and deeply appreciated.  
 
 
 
 



Paddy Cooney  
 
Paddy Cooney was a long-serving and hard working member of S.C.C. In the 50s, 
when he was secretary of the sports sub-committee, "sports" meant Gaelic Football, 
Hurling, Soccer and Athletics. He organised all of them at their various levels.  
 
It is with great pride that he reflects on his good old days in Denmark St. in 56/57, 
when he fielded teams in Gaelic Football, Hurling and Soccer. He was chairman of 
S.C.C. from 1960-64 and then did a marathon stint as treasurer until 1980. Paddy's 
major contribution (as if all the above weren't major) was his success in organising 
the highly successful "Young People Art Exhibition" for all V.E.C. schools from 
1975-1980.  
 
J.B. Hickey  
 
As a listener to the many stories about great people in S.C.C. I became convinced that 
if ever history came to be written, the name of J.B. Hickey would dominate. He was a 
legend.  
 
He joined the V.E.C and the fledgling S.C.C. in 1944 and immediately made an 
impact on field games and athletics. He also played a major role in our own Inter 
School Boxing. The London/Dublin V.E.C. boxing exchange which lasted for almost 
20 years, was the highlight of his involvement. He held the firm belief that we should 
use our own resources and have teachers trained as coaches and referees. He defended 
the principle that students of V.E.C. schools should not be penalised for playing 
soccer and Gaelic.  
 
His influence was felt in every facet of S.C.C. He was Honorary Auditor from 1955 to 
1965. He moved to the third level sector in 1969 and from then until he retired in 
1979 he travelled the world with the Irish Gymnastics team.  
 
Paddy Hogan  
 
Paddy Hogan was a long serving and loyal member of the S.C.C. His service to the 
educational and sporting life of the students spanned thirty years, from 1960 to 1990. 
He was an all round sportsman who excelled in athletics and specialised in the javelin 
and gymnastics. His first love was volleyball. He developed this new and very 
enjoyable sport. Each year the competition came to a climax, with exciting finals in 
the first class facilities of the Cathal Brugha barracks or the sports hall in O'Connell 
Schools.  
 
Paddy is fondly remembered as a great colleague and friend. His good humour and 
positive outlook was infectious.  
 
Vincent Sammon  
 
Only a very courageous person would follow the act of J.B. Hickey. This person was 
Vincent Sammon, secretary of the boxing sub-committee from 1966-1976. He worked 
on the Dublin/London competitions up to 1969 when, unfortunately, the Irish political 
situation and the high cost of travelling during the oil crisis brought that piece of 
history to an end. However, the inter-school boxing competition went from strength to 
strength. Vincent played a major role not only in the boxers' training but more 
importantly in their social and personal development. He believed that every person 



has strengths and abilities, not all of them academic. He succeeded in developing the 
talents and skills of the students and in building their confidence, loyalty, respect for 
and pride in their school. He had good reason to he proud of his achievements as he 
watched the Ballyfermot students; Harry Dawson, Michael Hyland, Patsy Aspil and 
Noel Brennan become champions.  
 
The S.C.C. regretted Vincent's departure to the Adult Education sector and we 
appreciate the interest he still maintains in our activities.  
 
Mick Daniels  
 
In our section on athletics Sean O'Dwyer writes, Grounds man, supreme Mick 
Daniels, was congratulated annually on the superb maintenance of his grounds - 
billiard table surface.  
 
What motivated Mick to such high standards? I believe it was his first love, hurling. 
Mick's incredible skill and perfection demanded many hours of practice, 
concentration and dedication. His most cherished hour was in 1938 when he captained 
the Dublin team to victory over Waterford in the All Ireland Hurling final.  
 
Mick, like the others in our roll of honour, had that personal touch which raised his 
work above the ordinary to a level which we can only classify as the physical 
evidence of a genius.  
 
 
SECRETARIES ALL!  
 
Nicky Corish 

 
In reviewing the 60 years of Central Students' Union and Sports 
and Cultural Council, the outstanding contribution of the 
various Hon Secretaries stands out.  
 
With the exception of the first Secretary, Colm O'Kiersey, 
whom I hadn't the pleasure of meeting I knew all the others as 
colleagues and each and every one of them was not only an 
exemplary official but also a major contributor to Vocational 

Education in Dublin City.  
 
A glance at the minute books of the organisation back to 1936, which fortunately have 
been faithfully preserved, shows a dedication to meticulous recording and indicates 
the vast volume of voluntary work lovingly provided for generations of young people.  
 
I remember those whose work over a 25 year period from the late 40s to the 70s in 
particular Bill Purcell, Killester, Mick Sheehy, North Strand and Conchubhair 
O'Tuama, all now gone to their eternal reward; Mick Ryan North Strand and Des 
Broderick Denmark Street who had an enormous influence in the development of 
Sport and Culture in our schools; Pat Coote, Finglas, whose 16 year term of duty 
spanned a lot of the innovations which took us into modern times. His minute books 
and paper work generally bear ample testimony to his zeal. Subsequent Hon 
Secretaries, Noel Carroll and Sean O'Dwyer have ably carried on the tradition of 
service and the future of S.C.C. is in very sound hands indeed.  
 



As a former Chairman of C.S.U. (1956-59), I wish to pay a tribute to all our excellent 
Hon. Secretaries and to offer them on behalf of all of us a sincere "Go raibh maith 
agaibh go leir".  
 
CLUICHÍ PÁIRCE  
 
Pól Ó'Cuinneagáin 
 
Nuair a bunaíodh Comh-Chumann na Mac Léinn um lár na dtríochaidí bhí sé le 
feiceáil ar choirnéil na cathrach agus ar éadan na tuaithe go raibh mórchuid na 
ndaoine an-bhocht. Ni raibh obair fairsing agus bhí pinginí gann.  
 
Bhí tóir ag Muintir na hÉireann ar a gcultúr féinig áfach. Cuireadh béim ar theagasc 
agus ar fhoghlaim na Gaeilge (féach gur trí Ghaeilge a scríobhadh na miontuairiscí 
sna blianta tosaigh); eagraíodh aeríochtaí, ceolta, céilithe agus feiseanna; bhí meas ag 
sean is óg ar ár gcluichí náisiunta - an Iomáint, an Pheil Ghaelach agus Camógaíocht.  
 
Ach ó tharla airgead bheith gann, b'éigean don choiste a bhunaigh an eagraíocht atá 
faoi chaibidil againn cuid mhaith dá ndúthracht a chaitheamh le bailiú airgid. Tabhair 
faoi deara ó na miontuairiscí gur eagraigh an lár-choiste Taispeántas Gleacaíochta i 
bhfad siar le buanchiste a chruthú a chuideodh le daltaí a mba spéis leo Cluichí Páirce, 
éide agus feisteas imeartha a cheannach.  
 
FIELD GAMES  
 
Although poverty was very evident in both urban and rural Ireland in the mid-thirties 
the Irish people still managed to enjoy life. National pastimes particularly Hurling and 
Gaelic Football had a huge following, Handball was popular; Boxing Tournaments 
were not uncommon.  
 
Cumann Camogaíochta na nGael (founded in 1904) was well established and the 
Gaelic Athletic Association's Golden Jubilee (1934) was marked by memorable and 
widespread celebration. For the record Dublin contested both All Irelands that same 
year and lost both, defeated by Galway in football (Sam Maguire Cup) Galway 3-5, 
Dublin 1-9, and in hurling by the legendary Mick Mackey powered Limerick. Final 
score Limerick 5-2 Dublin 2-6 (Liam McCarthy Cup).  
 
Vocational Education offering a worthwhile alternative to the more traditional 
Secondary Schools was beginning to make an impact and those who founded the 
Central Students' Union pointed out a need which sixty years later finds its full 
expression in a wide range of extra-curricular activities. These activities expertly 
organised and maintained by a vigorous team of Sports and Cultural Council Officers, 
ably assisted by upwards of thirty equally dedicated sub-committees provide a fitting 
and lasting tribute to the memory of those who inspired the idea.  
 
The number of students willing to participate in Field Games had been established by 
1936 as a result of surveys conducted at local level by the school representatives and 
an analysis of their findings by G.W.T. (George) Clampett. Nearly one hundred boys 
had expressed a preference for Hurling 
 



 
Victory 

 
 

 
Clogher Road Gaelic Team, 1956. Left: Nick Corish; Middle: Gearoid O'Broin; 

Right: Harry Kerr 
 
while almost half that number again had indicated that their first love was Gaelic 
Football. A further 215 boys had chosen Soccer but Camogie polled best with 50% of 
all girls enrolled most determined to compete. Hockey and Rugby with few adherents 
in comparison did not merit inclusion in the intended programmes.  
 
A number of players well disposed to participation in the competitions organised by 
the Gaelic Football and Hurling sub-committee were also registered with outside 
clubs. This posed a problem especially when there was a clash of fixtures. Inter-
schools competition lost out initially but the Dublin Senior Board (C.L.G.) came to 
the rescue by ruling (pre-December '37) that the sub-committee was entitled to prior 
claim on the services of Day Technical Students when selecting and fielding teams for 
G.A.A. Competition.  
 



Meanwhile M.J. Doogan and others spent much time in fund-raising to provide for 
needy students especially those who could not afford to purchase playing wear or 
perhaps a caman.  
 
The untimely passing of Mrs. Conor Cruise O'Brien (Kate nee Sheehy) temporarily 
retarded progress but her pioneering spirit prevailed.  
 
Ar dheis De go raibh a h-anam !  
 

 
"Hands reaching for it" 

 
"The Clash of the Ash"  
 
Mick Daniels for many years associated with the grounds in Terenure which he kept 
in immaculate condition was compensated for the disappointment of 1934 when he 
led Dublin to a well deserved victory against Waterford in 1938 the last time the Dubs 
won an All Ireland Hurling Final. Hurling legend Cork's Christy Ring arrived as a 
minor that same year and the entire nation listened intently on Sunday afternoons as 
superb G.A.A. commentator Michael O'Hehir told the story "live".  
 
The enthusiasm for the game of hurling nationally was reflected in the interest at 
school level. C.S.U. sub-committees regularly arranged matches on Saturday 
mornings and afternoons to complete their programmes. Tram loads from Marino and 
Nelson's Pillar caused accommodation problems in Terenure in the early years but the 
practice of hiring buses and coaches with which schools have long become 
accustomed was unheard of initially.  
 
New schools emerged as the scheme developed and in time certain schools 
particularly those located in areas of G.A.A. tradition produced teams of skill and 
quality. Squads from Killester, Clogher Road, North Strand, Mount Street, Denmark 
Street, The Liberties, Cabra, Ringsend and later Finglas Boys and Coolock provided 
many a memorable hour with the issue often in doubt right up to the end. Each won 
their share and "the post-mortems", a feature of life in the aftermath added extra fare.  
 
Aughrim Street Branch, C.Y.M.S., presented the Union with a cup for hurling in 
1951. It still remains the prize for U-16 competition. Sean O'Hanlon donated the cup 
that perpetuates his name, and is the award for U-14 boys. T.U.I. added a further cup 
in 1987.  
 



The game is not as popular at the moment as it had been in our schools in the past but 
devoted sub-committee secretary Eamon O'Riordain is satisfied the set back is only 
temporary. S.C.C. will build again on its great traditions of the past.  
 
Great Games - Great Men  
 
Gaelic Football has always been popular in Dublin. Anyone who doubts that must 
never have seen the "Hill". Success in 21 All Ireland Finals and significant 
achievements in the League also, points to the healthy state of the game at club level 
in both city and county. The modern clubhouse has added a much needed social 
dimension to club life. 
 
The demand for playing pitches was such in the early forties that a decision was made 
at a C.S.U. meeting "that none but Gaelic Games would be played at Terenure Sports 
Ground at all times and Mr. Doogan was instructed to have pitches made available for 
same". (Minutes October 1942). The development of further playing fields in 
Whitehall in the mid-fifties finally eased the situation.  
 
C.S.U. discussed the question of providing distinctive jerseys for each school (Nov. 
1948) and raised £150.00 for that purpose. School Principals invariably selected the 
colours associated with their native counties and thus Denmark Street chose Black 
and White (Sligo); Killester lined out in Blue and Gold (Tipperary); North Strand 
took the field in Red and Green (Mayo) and Tommy Maloney's Liberties carried the 
flag for Molly Malone. Ringsend, however, influenced by Clanna Gael-Fontenoys, 
Mickey Whelan's club, chose their local club's Green and White.  
 
The trophies were presented by the Dublin County Board G.A.A. for Intermediate 
Competition and C.S.U. always anxious to provide for junior students donated the 
C.S.U. Cup. U-14 age group.  
 
The history of the game in C.S.U./S.C.C. provides a record of intense rivalry between 
Northside and Southside teams, trained and selected by mentors who planned and 
schemed to outwit the opposition. Great games resulted. Ringsend and Killester or 
(Tom Carney R.I.P. -v- Nick Corish/John Dalton) made the headlines in the late fifties 
when the finals were played in the newly developed pitches in Whitehall. Ringsend 
won the first battle but Dalton's boys prevailed by a point or two the following year.  
 
The sixties, seventies and eighties witnessed the rise of Emmet Road (Treacy, Cleary, 
Challoner); North Strand (Ryan and McCusker); Clogher Road (Tiernan, Allen and 
Fee); Ballyfermot Junior (Carroll and Hunt); Liberties (Maloney and Kenny); 
Denmark Street (Cooney and Dunne); Plunkett School (Ryan, Black and Joe 
McNamara R.I.P); Coolock (Vaughan - yes Joe); Colaiste Eoin Finglas (Liam Greene, 
Fr. Collins.); Cabra (Crowley and O' Dwyer - Sean not Michael) and several others 
who helped out as the need arose.  
 
By way of explanation especially for the research student - please note that the names 
in brackets represent mentor-rogues who gave the enquirer the impression they could 
scarcely field a team, yet turned up on the day with squads superbly fit, ready and 
eager to wear the school jersey with distinction. "And that they did !".  
 
A policy of presenting the awards immediately afterwards and inviting those who had 
donated the relevant trophies goes back a long way. The battle over the organisers and 



those in charge customarily repaired to a nearby hostelry to relax and sip "coffee" in a 
tradition as old as C.S.U. itself.  
 
Camógaíocht  
 
Camogie had a high profile in C.S.U. and remained popular up to the seventies. A 
decline thereinafter is sometimes explained by an ever-growing interest in indoor 
games most notably Badminton and Basketball. Sile Wallace a past pupil of 
Ballsbridge College and now based in Croke Park has many fond memories of C.S.U. 
Competitions "especially when the opposition came from Rathmines". Sile captained 
the Dublin team that appeared in the All-Ireland Senior Camogie Final in 1976.  
 
C.D.V.E.C. awarded shields for junior and senior camogie leagues as early as 1937. 
The late Sean O'Hanlon C.D.V.E.C. member who donated the cup for junior hurling 
made the same provision for camogie.  
 
Dublin almost owned the Camogie All Ireland Cup "Corn na Dubhthaigh" which they 
had captured on several occasions up to the mid-sixties - a staggering total of 26 times 
in all including '42- '43 -'44 and also '48-'55 and '57-'66 inclusive. Their last 
appearance was in 1978. 
 
A C.S.U. camogie selection visited Cork and Galway in the early fifties as guests of 
the Cork Technical Schools and Galway City V.E.C. The C.S.U. girls won each game 
with ease. Their hosts made these occasions even more memorable by providing the 
customary menu of southern and western hospitality.  
 
Mary Rose O'Connor (Liberties) a camogie enthusiast has always been willing to 
revitalise the sport in our schools and is anxious to coach interested groups. Some 
students responded in the mid-eighties but lacked commitment - a vital factor for 
anyone anxious to succeed.  
 
Camogie is still played extensively throughout the city and county of Dublin with 42 
clubs actively involved. There are almost 500 clubs registered across the entire 
country north and south and the game may yet recover some of its former glory in our 
schools a perfect challenge for future generations of S.C.C.  
 
Always Onside  
 
The skills and control displayed by young boys participating in the Bohemian 
Shield/Junior Soccer competitions, has rarely been surpassed at that level. The 
standards attained by the same teams a few years later as witnessed in Shelbourne 
Cup (Intermediate) and Belgrove Cup (Senior) championships had overseas scouts 
making copious notes long before Big Jack ever arrived.  
 
The late Frank McBennett (Clogher Road) could field several teams of equally high 
calibre on any one day. His life long friend Paddy Hogan assisted by Eamon Gaffney 
(Finglas Boys) had the same problem while Sean Treacy's selections from Emmet 
Road could always match the best that other schools might offer. Noel Carroll had 
several stars in Ballyfermot and the Dalton Boys from Killester played soccer also. 
Christy Colmey drilled central city lads into a first class outfit in the early seventies 
and earned a memorable two-in-a-row Bohemian Shield success for Mount Street. 
 
 



 
A Cabra Bohemian Shield Team 1967-68. 

 
Over the years the various trophies were constantly on the move. Emmet Road (the 
late Mick McGoldrick) to Killester, back again southside to the Liberties, over the 
bridge once more and up to Denmark Street, landing in Ballyfermot, appearing in 
Cabra, introduced to Whitehall by Bernard McDonnell, doing time with the late Jim 
McCusker in the Strand, settling for a while in Coolock, claimed by Colaiste Eoin 
(Finglas), touching down in Ringsend accompanied by O'Donnell and Hayes, 
"Hunted" up to Rathmines, "Galvanised" in Crumlin.  
 
A number of those young footballers who played in the S.C.C. leagues made the 
headlines at home and abroad in later life - their success story would require much 
more time and space.  
 
The practice of employing regular F.A.I. referees was seen as a worthwhile 
development but S.C.C. could always rely on the services of Gerry O'Donnell in 
Terenure if ever an equally outstanding reiteoir was needed. The groundsmen in both 
Terenure and Whitehall deserve special mention. The playing pitches were always 
well maintained, the dressing rooms were clean and comfortable, they ensured that 
first aid kits were readily available and often provided a welcome hot drink when the 
elements were unkind. The clubs who donated the trophies also made a unique 
contribution. "Bohs" additionally provided sets of gold medals in the forties and 
fifties.  
 
In more recent years S.C.C. responded to a request from teachers to organise a Girls' 
Soccer Competition and a very satisfactory competition ensued.  
 
S.C.C. was fortunate to have excellent teachers to man the field games sub-
committees throughout its history. The Doogans, Ryans (Mick and Harry) Paddy 
Cooney and several others equally competent but perhaps none more than the 
incomparable Pat Coote - a man who lived for S.C.C. and whose record of devoted 
and dedicated service over 25 years may never be equalled. Go gcúití Dia iad ar fad! 
 
 
 



 
Brian Looney with the Colaiste Eoin Team, winners of the Shelbourne Cup (first of 

4 in a row) 1991, Tolka Park. 
 
Ladies in a Changing World  
 
Elizabeth Chute 

 
Do women get a sporting chance? Allowing for all the variations 
in physique and in tradition men run faster, jump higher and hit 
harder than women. Twenty-five years on, there is a greater 
awareness of women in sport. This no doubt, has been achieved 
by mass media etc.  
 
Let's start with C.D.V.E.C. schools. In 1971, what was on offer to 
13 year old girls ? The title suggested for this article - "Ladies in 
a Changing World" went out the door like the year 1971 itself.  
 

The period does not conjure up (in my mind) images of 'daintily' clad young ladies 
from Crumlin and the other 'techs' frolicking around the netball courts and football 
pitches of Terenure and Whitehall grounds, Reality was - take on 'All Comers' from 
Ballyfermot to Killiney both in S.C.C. and Leinster Schools Competitions, playing the 
best and giving their best and many times succeeding, enjoying the camaraderie of 
'the spirit' of taking part and meeting with others. Those days will stand out as 'their 
Olympics'. To quote one young girl from 'The Seventies' "With our talent all we need 
are runners and a track suit and we are equal" - that is sport the leveller.  
 
Trainers and sports gear are the fashion and the norm today, so it is probably hard for 
people to imagine the lack of sports fashion gear in the 70s. 
 

 
Here We Go, Here We Go, Here We Go! 



 
1971 could conjure up on one hand Olga Korbut, Olympic Gymnast or on the other 
hand images of 'The Bay City Rollers' tartan scarves and platform shoes. Then came 
BBC's 'Match of the day', which led to a craze of writing the soccer idols name, e.g. 
Steve Highway, on runners and the footwear was ok ! Then came the arrival of the 
individual partisan soccer club strips and we were on our way !! - Gear wise.  
 
In 1971, S.C.C. had women's sub-committees organising the girls competitions only. 
These consisted then of sports such as netball, cross-country running, swimming, 
athletics and rounders. Participating 'Techs' were Parnell Square, Number 1 and 
Number 18, Finglas, Marino, Ballsbridge and Crumlin Road. Each tech had a training 
afternoon in the V.E.C.'s grounds and most competitions took place on Saturday 
mornings, whether it was an S.C.C. competition or Leinster Schools. Gradually 
changes began to take place with integrated sub-committees organising competitions 
for both boys and girls and a wider variety of sports were offered. Indoor facilities 
improved and became available for events e.g. Colaiste Eoin, Colaiste Dhulaigh etc. 
The annual sports day in Terenure also bowed to progress.  
 
Students from the V.E.C. schools competed on the tracks of Belfield and Santry in 
S.C.C. competitions and with the best in Leinster and All Ireland. They were often the 
winners both here and abroad, with some taking the offer of opportunities presented 
of scholarships to the USA and elsewhere.  
 
It would be difficult to recall all the students who 'stood out' with their excellent 
performances over the years. It is great to see the students of C.D.V.E.C. keeping up 
the long tradition of sport. Today, as distinct from 1971, the scope of sport has 
widened. Students have the opportunity of a greater variety of activities with more up-
to-date facilities.  
 
S.C.C from a woman's point of view is concerned with the inculcation of the right 
attitudes of physical activity, thus giving a lasting value to the participants. 
 
Rugby  
 
Michael Hunt 
 
 
The growth of Leaving Certificate and Repeat Leaving Certificate courses in the late 
seventies and early eighties also saw a gradual development of rugby in our schools. 
In the early eighties, only Rathmines Senior College and Ringsend Technical Institute 
could field full teams and they played regularly during this period, with Ringsend 
having the edge on most occasions. Rathmines also developed contacts with schools 
in Wales and London, and home and away matches were arranged to coincide with 
the Home Countries International. These links are still operative. However, the 
expansion of PLC courses in the mid eighties saw a much greater interest in rugby in 
our schools.  
 
In 1986 the City of Dublin Vocational Education Committee received a request from 
Jean Louis Monnier, Inspector for Youth and Sports in Poitiers, France to arrange a 
rugby tour between both countries. The first tour was arranged from the 11th - 15th 
March in 1987. A Dublin team which included players from the following schools, 
Colaiste Dhulaigh, Ballyfermot Senior College, Crumlin College, Ringsend and 
Rathmines travelled to France and played matches in both Poitiers and La Rochelle 



(2) all of which the hosts won. The arrangements and the hospitality offered by our 
French hosts were most memorable. There have been two more exchanges since, we 
played hosts to the French in March 1990, two matches were played at the Vocational 
Schools Grounds at Terenure, France again won both matches.  
 
On 13th December 1990 the last trip by a Dublin team to France was arranged. The 
team under the managership of Evan Buckley, (Ballsbridge), Ciaran Flynn 
(Ballyfermot) and Eithne O'Dwyer played two matches, one in Poitiers which the 
hosts won, and one in Rochfort which Dublin won easily. It may now again be an 
appropriate time to revive these exchanges. 
 

 
Dublin on the attack 

 
Rugby has grown steadily in our schools in the nineties, and in 1992 the first City of 
Dublin Vocational Schools Senior Cup Final was played at Terenure Colleges 
Ground, Lakelands, Terenure Dublin 6 on 19th February. The finalists were 
Rathmines and Ringsend. Rathmines were the winners by 15 pts - 11 pts. The 
following schools participated, Crumlin College, Colaiste Ide, Ringsend, Rathmines 
and Inchicore. Inchicore and Colaiste Ide have dominated in both 1993 and 1994, 
with Inchicore winning on both occasions. The 1995 Senior Cup is now well under 
way and with Inchicore again having a strong team, are likely to make it a hat trick of 
victories. (They did - on March 21st. 1995. : Editor's Note.) 
 

 
City of Dublin Team 1990 

 
 



Scream if you Like - Rounders  
 
Eithne O'Dwyer 
 

 
Rounders in Ireland dates back to the 12th century. Colonel Bunion 
in his book "My Little Red Book" traces the origin of the game to the 
lush plains of Kildare. Irish emigrants to Ottawa, Canada, introduced 
the game to the Indians 200 years ago. The game grew in popularity 
and spread to the United States where it was the forerunner of the 
game now hailed as one of America's national games - Baseball.  
 

During the 2nd World War when the American troops were stationed in Ballykelly, 
Co. Derry they introduced baseball and the local interest led to the revival of 
rounders. The game grew in popularity once again. In 1976 Mr. Peadar O'Thutháin, 
Moneymore, Co. Derry formed a team as did Fr. J. J. Horan O.M.I. Inchicore and 
Seán Dolan Tipperary. The revival was on in earnest.  
 
In 1979 Fr. Horan invited members of the Community Games Committee, amongst 
them Mr. Shay Fagan (now guru to the students of the V.E.C) and the late Mr. Gus 
Warren to a coaching course in Inchicore and the game was adopted and included in 
the Community Games.  
 
In 1985 Cospoir in their context of their "Sport for All" programme financed the 
launching of an excellent coaching manual with a view to the development of the 
sport in general.  
 
Our rounders in Terenure was played from the 70s under the English Association 
Rules. Rounders day in Terenure was always a highlight in the Summer Term. Once 
students returned from Easter holidays the burning question was always - when is 
rounders day ? Students vied with one another for a place on a team. No need for 
coaching or cajoling, the problem was, only eleven players per team and a subs list a 
mile long !! Who to select ? who to disappoint ? Terenure, with its idyllic setting, got 
ready. Gaelic pitches were converted into Rounders pitches and Gerry prepared both 
mentally and physically for the invasion of females, usually 200 - 250 and smiled 
through the siege. Competitions in all four sections ran from early morning to late 
evening with refreshments for students and teachers provided by Mr. and Mrs. 
Daniels. No mean feat, no one could have done more to make us welcome. We 
finished off the day with the prize winning ceremony and a few words from Tommy 
Maloney - as essential an ingredient to rounders as fine weather.  
 
The rumblings of change began in 1984 when students began to question why our 
rules were different to the Irish rules. At this stage all the neighbourhoods were 
competing for a place in the finals in the Community Games in Mosney. Rounders 
was being played everywhere; young and old, male and female, all were competing. 
To standardise the competition we then agreed that the Irish rules would be adopted in 
future. This decision also opened up the possibilities of further competitions and 
greater participation.  
 
A coaching course was held in Colaiste Dhulaigh in 1985 run by Mr. Shay Fagan and 
Fr. Michael Comber. Ten schools sent representatives. Such was the interest 
generated by the course that the Rounders Sub-committee made the auspicious 
decision to include boys' teams.  



 

 
Colaiste Eanna Boys Rounder's Team 

 
Tommy Maloney 

 
Full of enthusiasm and new strategies, coaches returned to home base to implement 
the new rules officially under the Cumann Cluichi Corr na h-Eireann. It was a 
momentous decision to make this change over. Away went the rounders bats to be 
replaced by the far more glamorous baseball bats and new terminology; pitcher, base 
minder, back stop and strike zone. The momentum had started and entries flooded in. 
We now required two days for the competition. Whitehall and Terenure Sports 
Grounds echoed with cheers of males and females. Overnight, previously very 
professional teachers changed into roaring fanatics. This new game challenged all 
previous decorum. Now officials were having trouble controlling frenzied teachers on 
the sideline as innings progressed, excitement reaching fever pitch.  
 
Twenty five years later the game is now deeply entrenched in the S.C.C. Calendar. 
Support by the Irish Rounders Association, who provide officials for our competition 
leaves us free to yell as loud as the students as yet again the excitement reaches fever 
pitch and resolutions to remain detached are once more broken.  
 
As I write, the familiar refrain is yet again resounding "When is rounders day ?"  
 
Little did our ancestors in the 12th century realise how their sport was to develop 
throughout the world in the 20th century.  
 
 
Athletics - Rustic Splendour to Tartan Tracks  
 
Sean O'Dwyer 
 
The legendary feats of Cuchulainn and the Tailteann Games festivals of the Celtic 
Race had long inspired the leaders and youth of Ireland to enthusiastic pursuit of 
athletic activity.  
 
The Annual Sports Day of the C.D.V.E.C. schools from its beginning in June 1936 
was traditionally staged at the idyllic Terenure Sportsgrounds. The manicured turf and 
freshly cut and lined running track complemented the enduring wooden-structured 
pavilion in days when spectators were warmed by the sun and entertained by the tones 
of the ever excellent Municipal School of Music Orchestra. 



 

 
Bending over backwards.... Stephen Dowdall of Col. Dhulaigh, Coolock, clears the 
bar at 2m02 to win the high jump at the Dublin V.E.C. Championships at Santry 

1992. Photo Irish Independent. 
 
Students, teachers, parents and of course invited V.I.P.'s enjoyed Sports Day. Boys 
and girls raced, jumped and threw implements in Olympic fashion, but it was often 
the novelty "three-legged" race or "obstacle" events which raised the loudest cheers.  
 
It was a day not to be missed - the Athletics, craic and refreshments courtesy of the 
girls schools' catering corps added to a great social occasion. The singing of massed 
school choirs drew praise from the Lord Mayor.  
 
In time we became more sophisticated and novelty events were dropped as more 
specialised events and extra age-groups were added to an already bulging programme.  
 
Those were the Days  
 
Groundsman supreme Mick Daniels was congratulated annually on the "billiard table" 
surfaced area, and donned his starter's cap before setting dozens of races underway 
with his "clap-board". "Now boys behind the line. Come to your marks (pause); Get 
Set" (pause); - Crack, as the wooden boards smacked "go" like gunfire. The lads 
sprung forward and dashed for the tape. Those were the days before Mick used his 
starting pistol.  
 
Yes those were the days of Jim McCusker strutting all "Brylcreem", blazer and slacks 
with a crease that would slice a ham sandwich. Mick Doogan, similarly attired, was a 
look-a-like for Johnny Weismuller of Tarzan fame. On several occasions it was noted 
that Michael Ryan could encourage his North Strand Relay Team by lapping solo as 
fast as his four pupils.  
 
Those gentle giants, Frank McBennett (Clogher Road) and Paddy Hogan (Finglas 
Boys) and the ever present John Dalton (Killester) produced athletic teams to 
challenge the best. All schools shared glory on the day with individuals or teams of 
exceptional talent. None more so, as Noel Carroll reminds me, then Ballyfermot 
tutored by Michael Hunt, Brendan Cantwell, Liz Sherlock and the afore mentioned 



Noel, capturing the Robinson Cup for the best boys team on more occasions than the 
opposition care to remember.  
 

 
We are the Boys ........ 

 
 
Haute Couture  
 
The girls' schools and indeed mixed establishments were not shy of talent. The 
decibels rose abruptly whenever the females dashed for the tapes. The Hannigan Cup 
for best girls' school was always keenly contested. That lady from the "Wee North" 
Agnes Acton could always produce well tutored squads as also could the enduring 
Elizabeth Chute (Crumlin) and Eithne O'Dwyer (Coolock). So too did Ms. Fegan, Ms. 
Dunne and Ms. Egan in earlier years. Our more recent experts Alicia Halpin (Cabra) 
and Hermine O'Keeffe (Marino) and Marie Clonan (Margaret Alyward) reap a harvest 
of medals.  
 
The "Parents" race was often open to staff also, and Charley Darcy (Porter, Denmark 
Street) and Paddy McCann (P.E. Teacher Mount Street and Ballyfermot) no matter 
how severely the handicapper treated them usually elbowed their way to the finishing 
line first.  
 
The "ladies day" fashions of the female staff often found them on the receiving end of 
flattering remarks from headmasters not recognising their own P.E. teachers without 
track suits.  
 
It was one such lady of Ascot style who narrowly missed "elimination" when a stray 
javelin ruined her broad-rimmed straw hat. The throwing events were banned for a 
few seasons while we got over the shock of the "near Miss".  
 
Stop the Music  
 
Pat Dunne of goal-keeping fame for Manchester United and Ireland (1965) was high 
jump title holder at Terenure. And talking of high jump, I remember the afternoon 



when a student from Denmark Street was attempting a new heights record. Each time 
he prepared for his effort the instructions went to "McNamaras Band", as the School 
Music Orchestra was fondly named, to silence and all eyes focused as our student 
cleared the six-foot barrier for the first time.  
 
The boom time increase in schools to the areas of Coolock, Ballyfermot, Finglas and 
Whitehall together with the expansion demands of P.L.C. students of the highest 
athletic quality caused the Athletics Sub-Committee to modernise. No longer could 
the Terenure and Whitehall grass facilities meet the requirements of developing 
techniques. The "Fosbury Flop" high jumpers needed safe landing mats, and sprinters 
and javelin throwers were no longer prepared to risk slipping on wet grass surfaces.  
 
Belfield - Santry  
 
Reluctantly we turned our backs on the homely, and oft' yearned for, Terenure Sports 
Day. The Annual Athletics Championships were staged at U.C.D. Belfield. Michael 
Hunt, an athletics organiser of the highest calibre, was responsible for pole-vaulting 
us to the international venue in May 1985. Our students delighted at the prospect to 
perform in the footsteps of Eamon Coughlan (World 5000 metres Champion, Helsinki 
1983). 
 

 
Eamonn McGinley leading John Nolan on the home straight. 

 
Billy Morton would smile  
 
Billy Morton, the energy force behind Irish Athletics in the post war decades, had a 
dream to bring the top performers to Dublin and Clonliffe Harriers' Santry Stadium. 
He succeeded and the stadium he started is now named in his honour. In 1990 the 
C.D.V.E.C. Athletics Championships moved to the Northside venue, scene of so 
many world records.  
 
The move to Friday was rewarded by increased attendances. Billy would have smiled; 
he always triumphed with the buzz of large crowds. With specialist sport related 
courses being offered at Inchicore and Colaiste Ide, Finglas, many national and 
international champions displayed their talents. Records continue to be set, helped in 
no small measure by the top class facilities.  
 
McGinley Strikes Again  
 
The final event of Sports Day is the heart bursting staff relay. Few appear to be 
willing starters but it is obvious that secret training has occurred. "They're off" to the 
cheers of students who have persuaded the cajoled 'Sir' or 'Miss' to run. First change-
over okay - Looney going well. Second change-over - never knew O'Connell could 



run. Third change-over - again this year, Halpin sets Nolan away first for the tape. 
"Run Sir, they're catching, will ya run Sir". Nolan's short piston legs are no match as 
again McGinley (Emmet Road) powers up the finishing metres and pips the Cabra 
man.  
 
The C.E.O. enjoys the craic and assures his staff that for them early retirement is a 
long way off.  
 
No programme catering for seventy-two events could be staged successfully without 
the co-operation of all schools and many teachers in our scheme.  
 
It must be mentioned that the organising committee for this major occasion has been 
staffed in the main from Colaiste Eanna, Cabra, since our move to Santry. The fifth 
year students have been exemplary in handling every aspect from communications to 
the officials' assistants under the direction of Frank Sweeney and Alicia Halpin.  
 
It is seldom that any school is unrepresented at Finals Day. More than any occasion 
on our calendar the support of teachers, principals and Head Office is noticed for what 
is still our "show piece".  
 
The spirit of Cuchulainn lives on.  
 
 
 
C.D.V.E.C CROSS - COUNTRY  
 
Eamon McGinley 
 
Cross-Country has been one of the core activities of the S.C.C. for many years. It has 
attracted students from all of the C.D.V.E.C. schools and indeed many members of 
staff now take part also. Cross-Country races have been staged in a number of 
different venues but the now traditional venue of the 'fifteen acres' in the Phoenix 
Park has been used for the past few years. Races are held for all age groups and for 
both sexes at under 14, 15, 17 and 20 level. Distances vary from 1,500 m for the 
minor age groups to 3,000 m for the senior age groups.  
 
Over the years certain schools have traditionally excelled at cross-country. In the boys 
races St. Peters Killester have always done well as have Margaret Aylward in the girls 
races. Other schools with a strong cross-country tradition include Colaiste Dhulaigh 
and Ballyfermot Vocational School. Up to 100 students take part in the minor boys’ 
race each year with as many as 400 students in total competing each year. 
 

 
The lonliness of the long-distance runner - Phoenix Park 1993. 



 
This is a remarkable number of competitors given the adverse weather conditions 
which often prevail on the first Wednesday in December each year - the annual date 
of the C.D.V.E.C. Cross County Championships. The staff race entries have increased 
in numbers in the past few years - no doubt encouraged by the added incentive of a 
Bank of Ireland sponsored pen presented to each finisher.  
 
The last Friday in January has become the date for the annual cross-country challenge 
between Galway V.E.C. and the C.D.V.E.C. This event alternates between the two 
V.E.Cs and was held in the Phoenix Park in Dublin this year - 1995. A new trophy 
was donated for this event in 1991 by the Co. Galway C.E.O. - Conor Morris. Galway 
won this trophy in 1991, 1992 and 1993 but C.D.V.E.C. won it in 1994 for the first 
time. In an enlarged invitation entry, Galway took the honours once again.  
 

 
No country jog-trot 

 
Many students from the schools of the C.D.V.E.C. look forward to this event each 
year and some have managed to compete in a number of different matches by 
qualifying through the C.D.V.E.C Championships each December. This year each 
member of the C.D.V.E.C. team received a commemorative T-shirt which will be 
worn in all races and may be kept by the students as a memento of the occasion.  
 
It is hoped that other V.E.Cs will join Galway and Dublin in this event in future years 
to raise the status of the event and to provide another opportunity for students of 
vocational schools to meet and compete against one another.  
 
"IN THE SWIM"  
 
Nick Corish 
 
On a beautiful Saturday afternoon, 25th June, 1949, at the outdoor baths in Blackrock 
Co. Dublin, the first ever swimming gala under the auspices of the Central Students 
Union of City of Dublin Vocational Schools was held. The C.S.U. which during the 
previous 14 years had done sterling work in providing leisure time activities for 



Vocational School students had never ventured into aquatic sports for the very good 
reason that a survey of students entering the schools from Primary schools indicated 
that 94% had not learned to swim. 
 
Year round swimming facilities were almost non-existent for working class children 
except for those who lived in the immediate vicinity of the two "heated" indoor pools 
located at Tara Street and Bride Street both in the inner city. Two cold sea water baths 
operated during the summer months, one at Blackrock in South Dublin, the other at 
Clontarf on the Northside and while they were well used and supervised, they were 
out of reach to the majority of city kids. Some fortunate areas like Clontarf, 
Sandymount and Howth had sea-side swimming during the Summer while children 
living near the Royal and Grand Canals, particularly the locks, could avail of the often 
unsavoury pleasures of these waterways. Many hardy souls risked life and limb in the 
dangerous and malodorous water of the Liffey at Butt Bridge and Ringsend. It was 
quite unusual for any of this outdoor swimming to be under any supervision resulting 
in an alarming number of drowning accidents each year.  
 

 
 
A dedicated corps of swimming instructors, mainly members of the Water Safety 
Section of the Irish Red Cross and the Royal Life Saving Society, gave valiant 
service, on a voluntary basis in teaching swimming and water safety. Because of the 
chronic lack of facilities however they could only scratch the surface of the problem. 
A number of well organised swimming clubs existed in the city and suburbs but these 
were mainly interested in competitive swimming. The members of these clubs came 
largely from the more affluent sections of society and very few of them enrolled in 
"The Tech" for their Post Primary education.  
 
In the Autumn of 1948, the Central Students Union appointed a Swimming Sub-
Committee under the Chairmanship of the late Liam Trundell, Kevin Street, to 
investigate the possibility of introducing swimming as an activity in our schools. 
Preliminary reports from the interested teachers in the schools were not very 
encouraging, but none-the-less the Sub-Committee took the brave decision to go 
ahead and organise a Gala for the available talent. Blackrock Baths was booked and 
the Sub-Committee and schools got down to work to prepare for this historic event. 
The late M.J. Doogan P.E. Teacher in Rathmines undertook to arrange the programme 
of events with Front Crawl, Back Crawl and Breast Stroke races for the Junior 
Students in various age groups and a Medley Squad which the students referred to as 



a "Melody Squad" for the seniors from Rathmines, Bolton Street and Kevin Street 
Colleges. Mr. Doogan continued to arrange the events for subsequent Galas up to his 
retirement more than 20 years later. In spite of the initial misgivings about lack of 
talent the students responded enthusiastically and the Gala was a great success. The 
occasion was graced by the presence of Mr. Risteard Mulcahy T.D. Minister for 
Education who complimented the Chief Executive Officer Mr. Martin M. Gleeson 
and all concerned on the excellence of the event.  
 
The Gala programme had races for both boys and girls, a fact that brought a 
reprimand from the Archbishop of Dublin Most Rev. Dr. J. C. McQuaid, and 
subsequently for some years separate Boys Galas and Girls Galas were organised for 
our students.  
 
Swimming facilities remained inadequate for many years but in spite of this, teachers 
in a number of our schools, often at considerable sacrifice of time and energy, did 
manage to keep a swimming programme going for their students.  
 
During the 50s and 60s, the C.S.U. in co-operation with organisations like the Irish 
Amateur Swimming Association, the two Life Saving bodies and the very active Irish 
Swimming Pools Association mounted and maintained a campaign urging Central and 
Local Authorities and private interests to provide swimming facilities and instruction 
for all.  
 
As money became available Dublin Corporation started on a Programme of Pool 
Building and Markievitcz Pool was opened in Townsend Street in 1969 to replace the 
venerable but outmoded Tara Street Baths and wash-houses. Modern 25 metre pools 
quickly followed with Crumlin, and Northside, Coolock in 1971, Finglas, Ballymun 
and Ballyfermot in 1974 and finally Sean McDermott Street and Rathmines in 1977. 
Parallel to this development a large number of modern pools were opened by schools. 
Soon medical facilities, health clubs etc. including a 20 metre pool in Kevin Street 
College of Technology, then under City of Dublin V.E.C., were added.  
 
With heated indoor swimming pools in most areas of the city our schools have taken 
up the challenge and provide swimming and water safety programmes in very many 
cases as a normal part of the school time-table at all levels from Junior Post-Primary 
to Post-Leaving Certificate and V.T.O.S. students.  
 
Swimming Galas continue to play an important part in the scheme of things and 
successive hard working sub-committees organise competition for our students 
leading to the winning of the prestigious Norman Judd (Boys) and O'Regan (Girls 
Trophy) Cup by the top schools. From the old days in Blackrock a variety of venues 
have hosted our swimmers, Tara Street, Iveagh Baths, Kevin Street and a number of 
the Dublin Corporation Pools. In recent years the pool at Rathmines has proved a 
popular venue for the Annual Gala which now requires two full action packed 
sessions to complete.  
 
Standards have improved out of all recognition and many of our present day 
champions are well known club swimmers at National level.  
 
The most satisfactory aspect of all this endeavour however is the acquisition by so 
many participants, both junior and adult, of a health giving skill which can safely be 
enjoyed from early youth to extreme old age. 
 



REPORT ON DUBLIN CITY VOCATIONAL SCHOOLS' BOXING OVER 
THE PAST TWENTY YEARS  
 
Joe Vaughan 
 
 
Dublin City Vocational Schools' Boxing was thriving in the mid 1970s. This was due 
in no small way to the great work by the sub-committee officers the late Jim 
McCusker as chairman and Tommy Maloney as secretary. Very keen, but healthy 
rivalry existed between the top boxing schools North Strand and Ballyfermot and later 
on North Strand and Colaiste Dhulaigh. Up to ten schools on average entered students 
in the Annual Vocational Schools' Novice Boxing Championships and the prominent 
coaches in those days were Jim McCusker and Fr. Leahy (North Strand), Tommy 
Maloney (Liberties), Pat Coote (Clogher Road), Sean Treacy (Emmet Road), Jack 
Turner (Denmark Street), Joe Vaughan (Colaiste Dhulaigh), Eamon O'Riordan 
(Sundrive Road), Paddy Hogan and Kieran McGee (Colaiste Eoin), John Dalton 
(Killester), Pól 0 Cuinneagain (Ringsend) and Vincent Jennings and Noel Carroll 
(Ballyfermot). In November 1977 the above named coaches took part in a very 
successful boxing coaching course which was given by Mr. Mick Sutton and Mr. 
Dick Conroy, of the County Dublin Board l.A.B.A. coaching committee.  
 
Following the untimely death of Jim McCusker in the late 1970s, Kieran Mc Fadden 
(Clogher Road) took over as Chairman and Joe Vaughan (Colaiste Dhulaigh) took 
over as Secretary. Following Kieran's departure from the V.E.C. in the mid l980s Jim 
O'Connell (Ballyfermot) took over as Chairman. 
 

 
The Institute of Tailoring and Textile Boxing Club, winners of the Novice and 
Senior Technical Schools All-round Trophy. Seated (left to right): R. Perry, J. 

Yeates, M. Whelan, K. Bergin, F. Corcoran and E. Niland. Standing: R. Dunning, 
Mr. M. Ryan, Teacher of Physical Education, P. O'Flaherty, A. Skelly, M. Doran. 
P.McCormack, L Armstrong, D. O'Hannigan, D. O'Sullivan, H. Farrell, Mr. T. W. 

Pender, F. C. I. Headmaster, Technical School, Parnell Square and C. Lynch. 
 

Back Row: B. Furlong, S. Thomas, R. Greene, C. Kinsella, D. Gibney, J. Byrne and 
S. Mooney 1961 



 
Coaches involved at the moment are: Joe Vaughan (Colaiste Dhulaigh), Jim 
O'Connell (Ballyfermot), Phil Sutcliffe (Clogher Road) Willie Deery (Marino), Brian 
Looney (Colaiste Eoin), Pól 0 Cuinneagáin and Pat 0 Donnell (Ringsend), Alex 
Murphy (Parnell), Tommy Maloney and Tony Hutchinson (Liberties) and Fr. Brendan 
Madden (Cabra).  
 
In the mid 1980s the Crowley Cup was presented to the Boxing Sub-Committee by 
Mr. Finbarr Crowley in memory of his father Mr. Patrick Crowley former principal of 
Rathmines College. This trophy was to be presented annually to the best overall 
school in the championships. At that time also Mr. Liam Arundel C.E.O. C.D.V.E.C. 
presented the "Arundel Cup" to the sub-committee to be presented annually to the 
best boxer in the championships.  
 
In recent years we have received great support and encouragement from the parent 
body, Dublin County Board I.A.B.A., and for that we are very grateful. In 
appreciation of this support we have used the occasion of "FINALS' NIGHT" to make 
presentations to some of these officials. In the early l980s we made a special 
presentation to the "legendary" Jim Brannigan in appreciation of his love of and 
dedication to Vocational Schools' Boxing. Later on we paid tribute to referee/judge 
Michael Sutton,who after Jim's death carried on in his footsteps. More recently at the 
1994 finals we made a special presentation to husband and wife - Paddy and Olive 
Keogh for their unique dedication and commitment to vocational schools boxing over 
a long number of years. We also paid tribute to Fr. Leahy (North Strand) who for 
years assisted the well known Jim McCusker in promoting "the Noble Art" in their 
schools. The Boxing Sub-Committee owe a great debt of gratitude to many people 
who help annually to promote boxing within the Vocational Schools in Dublin City - 
the only area in this island where schools' boxing is promoted and organised.  
 
Sincere thanks to school principals, P.E. staff, teachers and boxing coaches whose co-
operation is so important; to the officers of the Sports and Cultural Council of 
C.D.V.E.C. whose encouragement always means so much to us, to the officers and 
officials of the Dublin County Board I.A.B.A. without whose assistance, it would be 
impossible to organise our championships; to the Ex-Boxers Association - in 
particular - Hon. President - Maxie Mc Cullough, Hon. Secretary Denis Morrison, 
Hon. Treasurer Tommy Butler - whom we are honoured to have in attendance on 
Finals Night; to Sean Mohan and his committee in the St. Luke's Boxing Club, 
Coolock, for giving us their excellent facilities for the Semi-Finals; to John 
Whitehead and his staff at the National Stadium, a venue which means so much to our 
students on Finals' Night; to Dr. Tom Leavy and more recently Dr. Joe Murphy, and 
Nurse Mona Murray for their care and understanding at the Medical, prior to the 
Championships; to the sports editors of the national newspapers, for the publicity 
which is so important to us and our students.  
 



 
Shaping up. 

 
Last and by no means least thanks are also due to our students, without whom there 
would be no Vocational Schools Boxing and to whom our coaches and the sport is so 
important and beneficial. The success of Michael Carruth and Wayne McCullough at 
the Barcelona Olympics in 1992 and more recently of World Champion Steve Collins 
has had a great influence on our boys.  
 
We in the Sub-Committee see the sport of Boxing as a great character-builder for our 
students. We consider that taking part means much to our students - success is merely 
a bonus. Nowadays with so many bad influences, drugs-abuse etc. boxing keeps their 
attention off the streets and teaches them discipline, respect for themselves and for 
others, fosters in them a love of sport and makes them better citizens.  
 
Long may City of Dublin Vocational Schools Boxing continue to prosper.  
 
 
The Inter-City Boxing, London - Dublin  
 
Jim Cooke. 
 
Mr J. B. Hickey recalls that it was C.E.O. Martin Gleeson, through his contacts with 
his London counterparts in the Association of Technical Institutes (of Great Britian 
and Ireland) who initiated the Inter-City Boxing Tournament in 1950. It continued for 
20 years being usually held initially every year and then every second year in alternate 
venues in Dublin and London from 1950 to 1969, with Dublin surprisingly getting the 
upper hand on many occasions. 

 



 
The Winning Dublin 1950 team, Back Row: F. Teidt, W. Corrigan, W.O'Connor, 
D. King, T. Mullen. Middle Row: T. Darmon, E. Rowan, N. Lynch, J. Vaughan. 

Front Row: P. Burke, M. Kedney, P. Martin, 
 

A. Harmon, F. Scullion, Mr. M.C. Doogan (Team Manager), Mr. M.J. Doogan 
(Trainer) 

 
In those days Martin Gleeson would send for a teacher to come over to Head Office, 
and if necessary send the C.E.O's car for him. On this occasion, in 1949, he sent for 
J.B. Hickey, Michael C. Doogan and Liam Trundle who was chairman of C.S.U. at 
the time and told them that he had been discussing co-operation between Dublin and 
London with Sir Graham Savage who was a very famous Education Director in 
London. Mr Gleeson was keenly interested in sport and had invited over a London 
Schoolboys Boxing Team to Dublin and now wanted the event properly organised. It 
was a major undertaking but when Mr Gleeson picked someone for a job he expected 
them to 'go for it' and not to come back looking for further instructions. M.C. Doogan 
was nominated to be the team manager, and his father to be team trainer - an 
incomparable duo. J.B. Hickey organised the business end of the event.  
 
Compared with Dublin, the Inner London Education Authority (I.L.E.A.) was a huge 
affair and they had a large boxing organisation with a magazine called "The Straight 
Left".  
 
There were to be 16 bouts according to weights and ages. The National Stadium was 
hired. To pay for the event to be held on 4th December 1950 a penny raffle was 
organised and an advertising campaign was mounted to fill the stadium during the 
event and this was achieved on the day.  
 
A technical difficulty arose regarding refereeing as the London Schools Manager 
insisted that the referee stay out of the ring during a bout. Commandant Horgan of the 
I.A.B.A. however insisted that the referee should be in the ring. On checking the rule 
book it said the referee may get in the ring. The match started with the referee out of 



the ring and the I.A.B.A. threatened to stop the event but it continued without the 
referee in the ring. Dublin won the event comfortably. 
 

 
Left to Right ! Dublin to London. 

 
The return match the following year was staged in London in the Albert Hall which 
was packed for the event. The Irish Ambassador Mr. Frederick Boland attended to 
support the Dublin team. An I.A.B.A. Official was also invited to join the party and 
again the Dublin Team won in the Albert Hall. London was really shocked this time. 
We had outsmarted them again. The mutual hospitality offered by both sides on the 
occasion of these events was notable.  
 
Jim McCusker was a leading assistant with the coaching. He had been struggling with 
the Irish language to acquire the Ceard Teastas to get wholetime appointment as a 
teacher. On the occasion of an aftermatch dinner in London following a boxing match 
the C.E.O. Martin Gleeson wanted to give his hosts some Irish Whiskey and he asked 
Mr McCusker "Jim, have you any Irish?" Jim not understanding the intent, replied in 
unparliamentary language that he was working on his verbs at present.  
 
The Dublin Team boxed under the National Flag in London and in Dublin "God Save 
The King" was played under the Union Jack in the National Stadium. Once in London 
the Welsh Guards Band who were in attendance informed Mr Hickey that they didn't 
have the music for the Irish National Anthem and offered to play O'Donnell Abu 
instead, but he said this was not acceptable as the Irish Ambassador was going to be 
present. So Mr Hickey for the first and last time in his life, he says, gave a lesson in 
music. He retired to a dressing room with two pipers and whistled Amhran na bFiann 
as best he could. The pipers picked it up quickly but before the first bout the anthem 
was played with very poor success so that the bandsmen did not want to return to 
barracks in case the Ambassador had complained.  
 
The 1954 Inter City Boxing Contest had been submitted by the C.D.V.E.C. as its 
principal contribution to An Tostal Committee for 1954 and this was agreed. 
 



 
 

1955 Dublin Team Back Row: Mr. M.C. Doogan, (Team Manager), J. Kearns, W. 
Kelly, V. Ryan, Mr. J.B. Hickey, M. Reid, 

 
K. O'Connor, F. Monahan, Mr. M.J. Doogan (Trainer). Seated: N. O'Connor, J. 

Whelan T. Cronin, 
 

M. McEvoy (Captain), S. Kelly, N. Cullen, W. Wright. Front Row: P. Murray, M. 
Dunne, G. Hyland 

 
 
In 1955 the match took place in Lewisham Town Hall and the Irish contingent stayed 
in a nearby Teachers College residence. The housekeeper was a Protestant lady from 
Sligo and was delighted to welcome Irish schoolboy boxers and showered chocolates 
and flowers on the group.  
 
The famous Lugs Brannigan who did so much for our schoolboy boxers accompanied 
the group on one trip in recognition of his services. In 1959 the London "Daily 
Mirror" presented a Perpetual Challenge Trophy to be held by the winning side. In 
1961 the boxing tournament took place in Shoreditch Town Hall on Saturday, April 
22nd and the match was drawn. It had been featured on Telefis Eireann.  
 
By 1962 there had been 8 contests with Dublin winning four times, London twice, and 
two contests had been drawn although London could draw on 2,000 schoolboy boxers 
while Dublin could only call on 200. The 1962 contest was again drawn.  
 
The Inter-City boxing Tournament was not terminated after the 1969 contest as such, 
it just fizzled out. Society had changed and schoolboy boxing on the London side was 
not encouraged as formerly. Both politically and educationally there was a move 
against it. Another reason was that the main organisers both in Ireland and in England 
had moved up in their careers and were now too busy and it had become too difficult 
for the London organisers to get a team together. Then the old I.L.E.A. was broken up 
and the pressure to continue with the tournament was not there. Martin Gleeson had 
retired as C.E.O. and M.J.Doogan also and the new P.E. men did not favour boxing, 
unlike the old army men, like Jim Mc Cusker. Finally, the troubles in Northern 
Ireland led to a political straining of relationships between the two capitals and 
probably had a restraining influence on the organising of such schoolboy events at 
this time. Up to 1974 an attempt was made by Dublin to keep the Inter-City match 
going but the London side were not in a position to respond. 
 



Mr Chandler, London, wrote back to Mr J.B. Hickey in February of that year stating 
that they were experiencing difficulty in organising their own Inter-School 
competitions due to the national crisis (fuel shortage, etc.) and could not take part in 
an Inter-City contest. Thus was recorded the passing of a glorious era for C.S.U. 
boxing. 
 

 
London: David Wilson, left, of the William Blake Secondary School, Battersea, 
winning his bout against Timothy Cronin, of Bolton Street Technical School, 

Dublin, in the boxing tournament between Dublin and London Schools at 
Lewisham Town Hall Tonight. It is the fourth contest between the cities' schools. 

20th April 1955. 
 
Vocational Schools Sow Seeds Of Volleyball Sean O'Dwyer 
 
The Tokyo Olympics in 1964 brought the sport of Volleyball to Irish television 
screens for the first time. This together with a new wave of physical education 
teachers with an interest in the game being appointed to C.D.V.E.C. schools, and 
improving facilities, soon created a demand for competition.  
 
Chairman, Mr. M.C. Doogan, in his address to the A.G.M. in 1967 suggested that this 
exciting sport be added to the C.S.U. events. The first blitz tournament for boys were 
staged at Cathal Brugha Barracks, Rathmines, the following year. So enthusiastic 
were the teachers and students that in Autumn of 1968 the Volleyball Association of 
Ireland was founded with many of our physical educationalists and Army coaches 
providing the committee officerships.  
 
The rapid development of the game was noticeable within our schools who competed 
with pride and distinction to collect many national and coveted Tailteann Games 
titles. Paddy Hogan (Colaiste Eoin, Finglas), Noel Carroll (Ballyfermot), Kevin 
McMahon (Colaiste Eanna, Cabra) and Ignatius O'Brien (Colaiste Dhulaigh, Coolock) 
always contested at the highest level. 
 



 
Inaugural Volleyball match, Cathal Brugha Barracks 1966. 

 
The Cabra Vikings, a club of past and present students from Colaiste Eanna, were 
notable as champions from the youngest age-groups to Senior National titles for many 
successful years. The names of Tony Hynes, Danny Byrne, George Doolin and David 
Dooley will always be remembered with these squads. They proved to be the back-
bone of the Irish International teams for over a decade and have contributed with 
distinction as coaches, referees and administrators in the sport. Tony Cutchey 
(Ballyfermot Vocational School) is another student who made volleyball his main 
sport.  
 
Students who enjoyed the sport of volleyball during their days with us before moving 
on to play professional soccer were Jimmy Holmes (Inchicore) of Coventry City / 
Arsenal and Gerry Daly (Cabra) of Manchester United / Birmingham / Coventry. 
Both gained several international caps for Ireland. Holmes (30) retired before Jack 
Charlton arrived, but Daly (48) did play a few games for the "Big Man".  
 
Girls' schools joined the activity and staged competitions, and on a number of 
occasions at minor level, very successful mixed tournaments were staged. The non-
contact game of volleyball is a favourite within the recreational facet of physical 
education classes throughout our system. 

 



 
Ireland Volleyball Team 1974 Runners-up at Sandwell International Tournament, 
Birmingham. Front Row (left to right): J. O'Brien (Dundrum), Danny Byrne (Capt. 

Vikings), M. O'Brien (Dundrum), Robert and George Doolin (Vikings). 
 

Back Row: Sean O'Dwyer (Coach, C.D.V.E.C.), Gerry Moloney, Tony Hynes and 
John Douglas (Vikings), 

 
J. Malone, Pat Coughlan (Army) and Noel Carroll (Assistant Coach, C.D.V.E.C.) 

 
 
 
Getting Into The Swing George Dunne 
 
 
The adage that "golf is an old man's game" has clearly gone out the window and the 
evidence is in the growth in the numbers of new clubs and the number of participants 
over the past fifteen years.  
 
The S.C.C. were alert to this and acted promptly to the challenge under the direction 
of Michael Hunt as Chairperson.  
 
The first outing took place in Edmonstown in l985 and seventy students competed. 
The winners of the four man team event were Rathmines Senior College. The leading 
individual score was 75 gross and this set a headline for the high standard for the 
years to come and indeed we were not let down.  
 
Clontarf '86, Beaverstown '87, Edmonstown '88, Howth '89, Slade Valley '90, and St. 
Anne's '91,92,93,94 and again this year. Ringsend and Rathmines S.C., have 
dominated the events during that period but Crumlin College, Inchicore and 
Ballyfermot S.C. have won the pennant on one occasion. The numbers for these 
events have grown over the years and a vote of sincere thanks must be given to the 
club who have hosted these events both for their courtesy and the excellence of the 
playing conditions provided on all occasions. I have no doubt that the G.U.l. are well 
disposed to the development of their game in the C.D.V.E.C. The young ladies have 
also competed with distinction and their continued participation is more than 
welcome.  
 



It has been a great pleasure to be associated with this sub-committee over the ten 
years and with excellent mentors like Brendan Harford (Col. Dhulaigh) it is 
guaranteed to be a great success. As chairman of the group, I was only the drone in 
the hive.  
 
Editor's Note: It slipped the author's memory that at the inaugural outing he recorded 
a "hole-in-one" at the 16th. at Edmonstown. 
 

 
Paul Keogh: Master-Class 

 

 
 

Mary Lonergan, Principal, congratulating the Rathmines College Golfers' Team on 
winning S.C.C. Senior Cup. Back row L. to R.: Ashton O'Shea, Ronan Hennigan, 

Tom Munroe; Front row: Barry O'Neill, Andrew McGouran. 
 
 
 
Irish Schoolboys' Golf - Aer Lingus Jim Cooke 
 
An early involvement of C.D.V.E.C. schools with golf began when Sean O'Hanlon 
entered a team from Ringsend Technical Institute in the Aer Lingus Irish Schoolboys' 
Championships Leinster Branch in 1977. Soon after, Rathmines joined the fray and 
teams competed on an annual basis thereafter.  
 
In 1981 the entry fee was £9.00 and the Ringsend Team comprised Jim Hilton (Dun 
Laoghaire) John Walsh (Naas) and John O'Connor for a combined three best scores. 
The Leinster matches were played in April. In this golf event the Leinster Champions 
went on to play in the All-Ireland Championship and the winners competed against 
teams from Scotland, England, Wales and later Sweden, the whole event being 
sponsored by Aer Lingus.  
 



In 1984 Ringsend entered the first C.D.V.E.C. Girls' team of Alison Piggott and 
Niamh Holland in the same event. A Ringsend team (ex Blackrock College students, 
repeating the Leaving Certificate) was entered in the Schoolboys' Pepsi Cola golf 
tournament in 1987-88, but as it is held in September it is not normally possible to 
enter a team from the new 'Repeat' or P.L.C. students so early in the year. The 
C.D.V.E.C. teams invariably finished in the top half of the results table in these 
events. 
 
Pitch and Putt  
 
Ignatius O'Brien 
 
 
 
In the last ten years the game of Pitch and Putt has grown enormously so it only 
seemed logical to introduce it into S.C.C. activities. This was done six years ago 
initially as an experiment with the inaugural event being for Under 16 s.  
 
It proved an immediate success and now in the first fortnight of May competitions for 
both Under 15 and Under 17 students are regular features of our sports calendar. Last 
year an additional competition for V.T.O.S. students proved hugely popular. The 
format of the competition is for teams of four to play with the best three cards to 
count as the team's score. The player with the best nett score is also rewarded and 
some very good scores have been returned. Best so far has been the 51 (3 under par) 
by John Dennis (Colaiste Dhulaigh last year). Up to this year all competitors were 
male but this year the first member of the distaff side competed in the person of 
Meloney O'Driscoll (Marino). Our venue since competitions commenced has been the 
sylvan setting of the magnificently maintained Good Counsel Course in Ballyboden 
over which Brother Andrew keeps an ever watchful eye. To him we express our 
sincere thanks. 
 

 
Pitch and Putt 



 
 
 
The Inter-County G.A.A. Scene  
 
Michael Cleary 
 
The inter-county Vocational Schools Gaelic football and hurling scene goes back to 
the 1950s. During this period a number of counties played a series of 'friendly' games. 
These same counties came together in 1960 in a more serious way and played what 
was to be an unofficial "All-Ireland" that year. The final took place in Nenagh on June 
20th between Kerry and Carlow. Kerry won on the score Kerry 1-10, Carlow 2-4.  
 
This development led to new possibilities and a group who represented the interests of 
almost every county met on 3rd of December 1960 in Nenagh and founded Cuman 
Luthchleas na nGairm - Scol. 
 
The Early Years  
 
Dublin City V.E.C., got involved in 1961 and didn't take too long to make its mark. In 
fact All-Ireland success in Gaelic Football came in 1962 when having won the 
Leinster Championship they defeated Kerry in the semi-final. Sligo were the final 
opposition but the Dublin side had a convincing victory on the score Dublin 3-6, Sligo 
1-4. The game was played in Longford.  
 
The following year was another success story for Dublin. Having won out in Leinster 
again Dublin went on to defeat Down in Whitehall in the semi-final. Sligo again 
provided the opposition. This time Dublin ran out easy winners. Dublin 3-8, Sligo 1-
2.  
 
Having dominated these early years of the competition the Dublin mentors in their 
wisdom decided to pull out of the competition and concentrate all their efforts into the 
promotion of hurling. They felt that if Dublin teams continued to dominate it would in 
fact jeopardise the whole competition which was only in its infancy. So for the next 
number of years Dublin Gaelic footballers did not compete. They re-entered in the 
late 1960's and almost immediately reached another All-Ireland final in 1969. They 
were beaten by Tyrone by one point, Tyrone 0-8, Dublin 1-4. Inchicore student, 
Jimmy Holmes who was later to play soccer with Spurs and Ireland played a major 
part in this team.  
 
In 1971, Dublin again won out in Leinster but lost to Mayo in the semi-final who 
went on to defeat Antrim in the final. Little success was achieved for the rest of the 
1970s until 1979 when Dublin won another Leinster final. They were just beaten by a 
very good Derry side in the semi-finals at Dundalk. This Derry team went on to win 
the next three All-Irelands. This 1979 Dublin team included Pat Canavon and Vinnie 
Conroy who went on to play senior football and hurling for Dublin. In fact Vinnie's 
brother, Tommy, was to dominate the Dublin V.E.C. Gaelic football scene for the 
next number of years. It was mainly through his inspiration that Dublin won the 1982 
Leinster final in Naas in a great game against Wicklow. Unfortunately this very 
promising team was narrowly beaten by Kerry in the semi-final at Moneygall, Co. 
Tipperary. This Kerry side was managed by great Eoin "Bomber" Liston.  
 
 



Action off the Pitch  
 
In May 1983 a special meeting was held in Croke Park for the purpose of promoting 
National games in Dublin V.E.C. schools. All the Vocational Schools in Dublin City, 
Dublin County and Dun Laoire agreed to take part in special Hurling and Football 
competitions designed to increase the level of participation in Vocational Schools 
within the greater Dublin area. In addition Dublin, from now on would be represented 
by one selection in Inter-County competition, in contrast to the traditional system 
whereby both City and County entered separate teams.  
 
For the record, the representatives at that meeting included:  
 
The President of the Association, Paddy Buggy; The Director General, Liam 
Mulvihill; Co. Board Chairman, Don Cotter; Development Officer, Donal Hickey.  
 
The City of Dublin V.E.C. representatives were:  
 
The C.E.O., Liam Arundel; Educational Officer, Terry Doyle; Brendan Tiernan, Pól 
O'Cuinneagáin, Michael Hunt, Séan Treacy, Pat Coote  
 
In terms of organisation and of the competition now available within the greater 
Dublin area the merger has proved a most successful exercise but it has not translated 
into any success at Inter-county level in Gaelic football. Since 1982 no title has come 
to Dublin V.E.C. despite a few near misses.  
 
Teachers Unique Contribution  
 
The contribution of individual teachers to Gaelic Football in the Dublin V.E.C. area 
has been enormous. Going back to the early 1960s we had Mick Ryan (North Strand) 
who was P.R.O., for the All-Ireland Council in 1964. He was Chairman of the 
Council from 1965 to 1968 and was Secretary in 1969.  
 
Our thanks are also due to our V.E.C committee for their continuing support and of 
course to our C.E.O.'s from Martin Gleeson to Liam Arundel. Other outstanding 
contributions include the following  
 
Sean O Cheallaigh (Principal Rathmines) -  George Dunne (Shelbourne Road)  
 
Bill Purcell (Killester) - Sean Treacy (Inchicore)  
 
Con O Tuama (Killester) - Noel Carroll (Ballyfermot)  
 
Fr. Richard Young (Rathmines) - Frank Allen (Ringsend)  
 
Brendan Tiernan (Clogher Road) - Michael Cleary (Inchicore)  
 
Pól O Cuinneagáin (Ringsend) - Damien Fee (Clogher Road)  
 
Pat Coote (Finglas) - Tom Crotty (Swords V.S.)  
 
Mickey Whelan (Killester) - Bill Cashman (Swords V.S.)  
 
Paddy Kenny (Liberties) - Niall McKelvey (Lucan)  



 
Aidan Mulligan (Killester) - Al O Donohoe (Swords V.S.)  
 
Sean O Sullivan (Dundrum V.S.) - Mick Ryan (Clondalkin V.S.)  
 
Liam Greene (Colaiste Eoin) 
 
 
Inter-County Hurling Eamonn O'Riordain 
 
 
The first Dublin Vocational Schools team to win an All-Ireland title in hurling was the 
1975 under-16 team. They defeated Carlow in the All-Ireland B Final in Terenure 
having beaten Sligo in the semi-final. That year the team was made up of students 
from the C.D.V.E.C. schools alone and were managed by Brendan Tiernan, Sundrive 
Rd. (now principal of Clogher Road) Pat Coote, Clogher Rd., and the late Michael 
Hehir of Denmark St.. The under-16 competition was in existence only for a few 
years and in 1990 the All-Ireland under-18 B competition came into being.  
 
In September 1990 Father Tony Finn of Firhouse Community College and Eamonn 
O'Riordain of Pearce College took charge of the team and have been doing so since 
with the help of Joe Vaughan of Colaiste Dhulaigh and Damien Fee of Clogher Rd. In 
the five years they have been working with the team they have won two All-Ireland B 
titles, the only Dublin team to have won an All-Ireland title in the last number of 
years. The Dublin Vocational Schools team is now made up of students from both the 
city V.E.C. and the county V.E.C. each committee supplying about equal numbers. 
The B competition usually takes place in November and December each year with the 
winner going on to take part in the A competition which usually starts the following 
March. Since the competition began it has attracted a number of very good teams 
including Limerick, Antrim who won the title in '90 and '91, Meath, Westmeath, 
Laois, Kerry who won in '94, Wexford and Dublin who won the title in '92 and '93.  
 
In 1990 Dublin played Limerick in the B All-Ireland semi-final in Borris-in-Ossory 
and were fairly beaten by a good Limerick side who were in turn beaten in the final 
by Antrim. Then in 1991 Dublin got revenge on Limerick by beating them in the 
semi-final only to lose the final to Antrim.  
 
In 1992 Dublin again met Limerick but this time it was in the final played in Borris-
in-Ossory. After a very fine performance Dublin ran out winners by 3-10 to 1-8, and 
the cup was presented to Peter Maguire of Firhouse Community College whose 
brother Dermot was also on the team in goals. This was the first time that Dublin had 
won this particular competition. Having won the B championship Dublin entered the 
A competition and were drawn to meet Offaly in March '93 in the A Quarter-Final 
after they had already beaten Kilkenny in a first round clash. The game, played in 
Naas, was an excellent advert for the game of hurling and the teams were level at the 
end of normal time. Extra time was played and Offaly squeezed home in front by a 
single point in a marvellous game. The team on that occasion was made up of students 
from nine different schools in the city and county, the majority of them coming from 
three schools Colaiste Eoin from Finglas, Colaiste Dhulaigh from Coolock and 
Firhouse Community College. One of the players, David Maycock, sadly is no longer 
with us having tragically died just before Christmas '94. David played his school 
hurling with Firhouse and his club hurling with Ballyboden St. Endas and will be 
sadly missed. Ar dheis De go raibh a anam dilis.  



 
In October '93 Dublin played Meath in the B semi-final and won the game 
comprehensively. Laois beat Kerry in the other semi-final and the final was fixed for 
Carlow in December. After six minutes of play Laois led by six points to no score, 
playing with a very strong breeze. Things looked very bad when Tony Gorman from 
Colaiste Eoin, Finglas, playing at midfield, had to go off early in the game with a 
hand injury, but the Dublin backline played excellently to prevent Laois from scoring 
again in the first half. At the start of the second half Alan Kennedy, who had come on 
as a substitute for Tony Gorman, scored a goal and a point in quick succession and 
eventually Dublin took the lead with about ten minutes to go. Laois fought back but a 
point by Eoin Kevlehen from Colaiste Chilliain was the last score of the game and 
Dublin won the very tense game by a single point. The cup was presented to the 
captain Michael Tolster, from Colaiste Dhulaigh, a very fitting captain as he had been 
on the team for the last four years having also played for the county footballers for a 
number of years in goal. His father Tommy had also given great service to the team 
for those four years bringing players to training sessions each Wednesday, travelling 
to matches with them and providing refreshments for all on a number of occasions. It 
was fitting that he should see the fruits of his labours.  
 
Having won the B competition again, Dublin were drawn to play Tipperary in the A 
competition in March '94. The game was played in Terenure and after a very even 
first half Tipperary proved too strong and won well in the end. Finally in November 
'94 Dublin played Wexford in the semi-final of the B championship in Terenure. 
Wexford had come down from the A division and were a little too strong winning by 
1-13 to 0-10, ending Dublin's good run in the competition. But the future for Dublin 
looks good in this competition with a lot of schools in the city and county providing 
good hurlers each year, many of them like Liam Walsh and Enda Sheehy going on to 
compete with the Dublin senior hurlers and footballers.  

Teams from '92 and '93 
 

 

 
'93 '92 Team 

 
Left to right-back row: Eamonn O'Riordain (Pearse College); Paul O'Callaghan 

(Colaiste Dhulaigh); David O'Reilly (Cabra); Alan Kennedy (St. Mac Daras); 
Declan Molloy (St. Mac Daras); Eoin Flannery (Colaiste Chilliain); Dara Edge 
(Firhouse C.C.); Paddy Peters (Colaiste Eoin); Kevin McKenna (Colaiste Eoin); 
Michael Tolster (Col. Dhulaigh); Stephen Perkins (Col. Dhulaigh); Jason Curtis 
(Crumlin College); David Roche (St. Mac Daras); Enda Sheehy (Pearce College); 

David Maycock (Firhouse C.C.); Ciaran Quigley (St. Mac Daras); John Lee 
(Firhouse C.C.); Stephen Maher (Firhouse C.C.); Father Tony Finn (Firhouse 

C.C.); 



 
Front row: Ronan Colgan (St. Mac Daras); Tony Gorman (Colaiste Eoin); Paul 

McDonald (Colaiste Eoin); Philip Donnery (Col. Dhulaigh); Wayne Duggan (Col. 
Eoin); Dermot Maguire (Firhouse C.C.); Brian O'Hanlon (Col. Chilliain); Pat 
Kenny (Crumlin College); Brendan Cullhane (St. Mac Daras); Paul McGovern 

(Greenhills); and Peter Maguire (Firhouse C.C.), Captain 
 

 
'93 Team  

 
(back row, left to right) Conor O'Reilly (Col. Chilliain); Paul O'Callaghan (Col. 
Dhulaigh); Ciaran Quigley (St. Mac Daras); James Matthews (Firhouse C.C.); 

Paul Keane (Inchicore V.S.); Keith O'Donnell (Ballyfermot S.C.); Tony Gorman 
(Col. Eoin); Ciaran Reilly (Firhouse C.C.); Robert Fennell (Inchicore); Declan 

Molloy (Rathmines); Eamonn Peel (Killester V.S.); Tom Neville (Ringsend); Alan 
Kennedy (St. Mac Daras) 

 
(front row) Michael Tolster (Col. Dhulaigh), Captain of team; Eoin Kevlehen (Col. 
Chilliain); Des Smyth (Firhouse C.C.); Bernard Mongey (Firhouse C.C.); Dermot 
Maguire (Firhouse C.C.); Stephen Maher (Firhouse C.C.); Wayne Duggan (Col. 

Eoin); Martin Neville (Ringsend); Keith Hawkins (Ringsend). 
 
 

 
Derry Hunt winning an All-Ireland Minor Football title v Armagh 1992. 

 



 
 
 
SPORTS HALLS C.D.V.E.C.  
 
Michael Challoner 
 

 
Sports Hall 

 
A Sports Hall is a large hall big enough to accommodate the playing of indoor sports 
such as Badminton, Basketball, Indoor Soccer, Volleyball etc. In the past within the 
C.D.V.E.C. many of these sports were played either on outdoor courts or in indoor 
halls which were originally built for other recreational purposes.  
 
The modern concept of a sports hall is a building which is especially designed and 
constructed to meet the particular needs of sports participants and spectators alike. A 
standard size sports hall today will house a basketball court, volleyball court, 4 
badminton courts, indoor soccer facility and others as appropriate. The favoured floor 
type is a tongue and grooved spring wooden floor made of maple, beech or pine. The 
walls should be smooth and non-abrasive with few if any windows. The roof should 
be strong and stable as it may carry not only ordinary roof leads but also heavy 
equipment and netting etc. Artificial lighting is favoured and adequate heat and 
ventilation is also vital in the modern sports hall.  
 
Within the schools of the C.D.V.E.C. we currently have three major indoor sports 
facilities which meet the above requirements. 1. Colaiste Eoin, Sports Hall. 2. 
Colaiste Dhulaigh, Sports Hall. 3. Colaiste Ide, Sports Complex.  
 
The hall at Colaiste Eoin was opened for games and activities in 1974 and it is a 
bright and spacious hall with good changing rooms. It has hosted many fine 
competitions for the S.C.C. such as badminton, volleyball and basketball. The hall 
was also the venue for successful teachers table-tennis and badminton tournaments in 
the early 80's. 
 



The sports hall in Colaiste Dhulaigh opened in March 1979 and is a major point of 
activity and interest within the school. The facility also has the added benefit of an 
additional practice hall adjacent to the main hall which is ideal for teams to warm up 
and practice in. The hall is widely used by students as well as hosting S.C.C. activities 
on Wednesday afternoons. The hall was also the venue for a basketball coaching 
course for V.E.C. staff in 1991.  
 
The most recent addition to the growing family of sports halls within the C.D.V.E.C. 
was the Colaiste Ide Sports Complex which has turned out to be an excellent facility 
following its troublesome birth. This fine sports complex was funded by Department 
of Education, C.D.V.E.C. and Dublin Corporation. The sports hall opened its doors 
for business in 1988 under the management of Mr. Dominic O'Keefe (now with 
N.B.A). The current manager is Ms. Susan Grady.  
 
This facility is widely sought after for V.E.C. activities on Wednesday afternoons. 
The hall and its associated facilities provide a focal point within the school for the 
many students on special sports and leisure related courses. The complex is also well 
used by the local community who can avail of an excellent facility at competitive 
rates.  
 
The students who participate in the activities of the S.C.C. in our halls are lucky to 
have such top class safe and appropriate venues in which to develop and exhibit their 
skills. With those facilities and hopefully more in the future, we can encourage, 
support and coach the young people who wish to play the games, which we in the 
S.C.C. organise and manage for their benefit.  
 
Thanks must be accorded to the principals and P.E. staff of these schools who facilite 
such a wide use of the halls and their facilities.  
 
 
THE LOUGHBOROUGH SIX  
 
Pól O'Cuinneagain 
 
The succession of Army Physical Education Instructors, from the initial appointment 
of M. J. Doogan in 1928, some of whom transferred as wholetime teachers to the 
C.D.V.E.C. was complemented by an initiative of the C.E.O, Martin Gleeson, to train 
whole-time teachers in physical training for the C.D.V.E.C. Schools. This led to the 
training of the famous Loughborough Six who were part of a countrywide scheme.  
 
The following were selected by the C.D. V.E.C. in May 1957 to attend a physical 
education course, held over two successive summers, 1957 and 1958 in 
Loughborough College, England. At the end of the course, they were guaranteed 
permanent positions with the C.D.V.E.C. and other V.E.Cs. All those selected had 
third level qualifications and with one exception had not previously worked for any 
V.E.C. They were:  
 
1. John Dalton: Arts Graduate U.C.C. A noted athlete, appointed to Killester 
Vocational School and still employed there.  
 
2. Jim McCabe: Rural Science Graduate U.C.C. Appointed to Clogher Road. 
Subsequently became C.E.O. for Sligo and went on to the World Bank.  
 



3. Mick McGoldrick: Woodwork Teacher, trained in Bolton Street. Appointed to 
Emmet Road Vocational School. Died late 1960s R.I.P.  
 
4. Séamus MacGabhann: Graduate of the Army Apprentice School, Naas. Appointed 
to Emmet Road Vocational School. Subsequently principal of Old Bawn Community 
School Tallaght. Now retired. 
 
5. Michéal Ó'Cuinneagáin. Arts Graduate of Maynooth and U.C.D. Had been teaching 
in Belvedere College. Appointed to Denmark Street Vocational School and is now 
head of Translation Department, Leinster House.  
 
6. Gerry O'Donoghue: Graduate of U.C.D., ex N.T. Had worked in O'Connell's 
Schools. Appointed to Capel Street Vocational School. Returned to O'Connell's.  
 
Others in Loughborough representing other V.E.C.s were:  
 
John McKeever: Commerce Graduate of U.C.G. representing Westmeath V.E.C. Now 
principal Sallynoggin Community School.  
 
Tom White: Metalwork Teacher representing Kilkenny V.E.C. Subsequently did 
Guidance Counselling and was appointed to Colaiste Eoin, Finglas, and is still 
employed there.  
 
Niall O'Neill: Metalwork Teacher from Dundalk, representing Louth V.E.C. Now 
retired.  
 
Claude Curtin: Woodwork Teacher, representing Limerick V.E.C.  
 
Dominic Gillan: Metalwork Teacher, representing Waterford V.E.C. Worked in 
Ringsend Technical Institute in 1960s.  
 
My thanks to John Dalton for supplying the above information. 
 

 
Loughborough College 

 
 
 



 
 
SPORT FOR ALL  
 
Sean O' Dwyer 
 
The records show that the City of Dublin Vocational Education Committee through 
the Central Students' Union and more recently the Sports and Cultural Council has 
responded through the generous enthusiasm of its teachers to meet the extra-
curriculum interests of its pupil population.  
 
Gaelic Games, Soccer, Athletics and Boxing were amongst the earliest to be 
established and have survived to the present. Popularity for some sports has peaked 
and waned and others have only known a fleeting presence.  
 
Netball has been superseded by Basketball, while Camogie, Tennis, Table-
Tennis,Rowing and Canoeing were all given the opportunity of a place on our 
calendar but either through lack of demand or facilities never managed to take off.  
 
Coaching the Coaches.  
 
Over the years rules have been modified and techniques have advanced and so the 
need for teachers and coaches to be constantly attentive to these matters is vital. We 
have many experts within our system and the national governing associations have 
staffed coaching courses in Rounders, Basketball, Volleyball, Boxing and Hurling to 
keep us up to date.  
 
Representative Teams.  
 
In other chapters one can read the details of C.D.V.E.C. representative teams and their 
exploits in Rugby (France), Boxing (London), Cross Country (Galway), Soccer 
(Army), Gaelic Football and Hurling (All-Ireland Series) and Inter-County Camogie.  
 
Adventure.  
 
The map and compass brigade are to be found traversing hill, open space, track and 
thicket in their search for clues on Orienteering Day. See you at the "Pope's Cross". 
 

 



Keeping Order. 
 

 
Watch This! 

 
 
 

 



 
 
Spiderman-Bouldering.  
 

 
Rock climbing - the original of the species. 
 
The indoor version of rock climbing is "taking hold" in a big 
way with boys and girls pitting their minds, nerve and 
strength against the tiniest of grips and toe-holds to reach 
pre-marked targets high upon the wall. You are on your own 
in this challenging sport. No referee to blame, just you and 
the wall. Fingernails and knees and toes, - "Can I hold on? - 
Who do I blame? It's just me and the wall". The junior 

section is concluded and its time to adjust the grips to make challenges a little more 
difficult for the seniors. That amazing spider-like human Calvin Torrans (C.D.U.) is 
moving about the wall with lithe assurance to the admiring stares of the anxious 
competitors. Promoters Calvin and Niall Smyth have found a real mind and body 
bender in Bouldering. 
 
Goose Feathers And Cork.  
 
Goose feathers and cork are the main ingredients in the manufacture of the item which 
provides so much enjoyment and excitement. The object in case is the shuttlecock, so 
essential to the sport of Badminton, now established as immensely popular with males 
and females at all age levels since being introduced to C.D.V.E.C. schools by the 
staging of the Colaiste Eanna, Cabra Invitation Tournament organised by Sean 
O'Dwyer in l983. In recent years the smoothly organised event is steered by Patricia 
Donaghy and Michael Challoner. To meet the ever increase in demand and 
sharpening of standard the Team Championship Finals of 1995 are being staged at the 
International Venue at Baldoyle Badminton Centre.  
 
Slam Dunking Has It.  
 
Long before "three-pointers" were invented the Dublin students were imitating 
Meadow Lark Lemon of the Harlem Globetrotters, those dusky geniuses of the 
basketball courts. It was a stop-start existence due to lack of technical knowledge and 
unsatisfactory indoor facilities. The One Day Blitz at the end of summer term at the 
old Killester (St. Peter's) outdoor court was the toe-hold until the 1970s when 
expansion of availability of indoor venues saw a more serious approach, with finals 
being staged at the Oblate Hall and O'Connell Schools' Gym.  
 
Now flourishing at centres in Finglas and Coolock we have moved to the National 
Arena, Tallaght, for Finals' Day. The domination by various schools has fluctuated, as 
also have the standards. Girls have now committed their attention to Basketball in 
preference to Netball.  
 
The sports related courses at Inchicore and Colaiste Ide in recent times have produced 
the top squads at senior level. The annual contests between these two schools are of 
the highest grade with many national league players on view. Long serving 
administrator in this area, Jim Fennell, has been responsible for overseeing 
development with the aid of Jim O'Dea, Sean Treacy and a host of enthusiasts. 
 



 
 
OUTDOOR EDUCATION  
 
Peter Heery 
 
The idea of outdoor pursuits in education is not new. In fact, there must be very few 
things in education which are really new. Outdoor pursuits, as I understand the term, 
means teachers and students going out from their schools into the out-of-doors to do 
something purposeful and worthwhile - that kind of activity is probably older than the 
school itself. In more recent times, however, outdoor pursuits tend to be specific, 
highly structured activities and invariably linked with the name of Kurt Hahn, who is 
generally regarded as the pioneer of the movement.  
 
Hahn took a very poor view of modern urbanised living and particularly its effects on 
young people. We need toughening, Hahn maintains, we need purpose, we need 
challenge in our lives. And all these desirable things will come to us if only we will 
confront nature, particularly in her fierce and uncompromising moods. This, in 
practice, means taking to the hills, scaling rock-faces, exploring caves, canoeing over 
rapids, sailing the seas, and other such strenuous, exciting and often dangerous 
activities. Hahn helped to found a number of schools where these activities were 
given pride of place - schools which practised what was called the outward bound 
idea. Probably the most celebrated of these schools was Gordonstoun in Scotland.  
 
My own experience of the outward bound idea comes from a school somewhat 
different from Gordonstoun. In 1966, I helped to start an outward bound scheme of 
sorts in Ballyfermot Vocational School. Our activities were limited at first to one-day 
forays into the Wicklow Mountains. We were hampered by lack of equipment, lack of 
transport and lack of money. But we did not lack enthusiasm. After a couple of years, 
we were trying out more ambitious ventures, such as two and three day journeys with 
stopovers in the mountains. 

 

 
Peter Heery O/E co-ordinater with students studying a mixed forest in Co. Wicklow, 

Oct. '73 
 
Introducing young people to one of the outdoor pursuits, such as camping, canoeing, 
mountaineering, orienteering, sailing, surfing, skin-diving or caving, during their 
school days, means giving them a chance to develop a healthy and wholesome 



interest, which may well last a lifetime. Schools traditionally put great value on 
competitive field games. Now, whereas I think there is a place for such games they 
nonetheless have their limitations. They do not cater for everybody: I know some first 
rate mountaineers and canoeists whose courage and daring leave me gasping but who 
would be terrified to death on a hurling or on a rugby field. Another thing: the heroes 
of the sports field tend to hang up their boots and put away their hurling sticks in their 
thirties and take to the stands and the sidelines and the pavillion bars. An interest in 
one of the outdoor pursuits can well be a love affair to last throughout one's life.  
 
The outdoor education programme has developed from a modest beginning in one 
school in 1966 to a position where we now have seventeen City of Dublin V.E.C. 
schools, plus a number of secondary, community and other V.E.C. schools 
participating in the outdoor education programme.  
 
From the beginning the aims of the outdoor education programme were:  
 
(a) To develop in students an active and creative awareness of the amenities of the 
Irish countryside by initiating them into some of the various adventure sports - 
mountaineering, orienteering, canoeing, caving, sailing, and surfing.  
 
(b) To train teachers as leaders in the various adventure sports so that schools are in a 
position to develop their own programmes with assurance and continuity.  
 
(c) To develop an out-of-doors dimension to other areas of the curriculum by helping 
schools to plan and carry out carefully structured field trips.  
 
(d) To explore the possibilities of using youth hostels and other buildings as field 
centres in conjunction with An Oige. 
 
While there is no blueprint for an outdoor education programme, we have found these 
aims to be valid and achievable. Schools need to be helped to develop their own 
programmes and to set about achieving these aims in their own way. How each school 
does this depends on the expertise and good will of the staff, on the situation in the 
school and on the kind of facilities available to them.  
 
As I have indicated in the foregoing, one of the major achievements of this kind of 
educational programme is that of improved relationships between teacher and students 
and between the students themselves. There can be no doubt that the transfer of 
knowledge from teacher to pupil is best achieved when there exists a good 
relationship between them. Furthermore, I am convinced that all teachers in a school, 
whether or not they are actively involved in the outdoor education programme, can 
profit from the fact that their class is taking part in such a programme. They can do 
this by showing sincere interest in the outdoor education activity, helping minimise 
the disruption of the timetable by accepting cheerfully the inconveniences involved, 
and discussing the event with the students afterwards.  
 
Good teachers can always make use of an outdoor education event in the school to 
improve the teacher/student relationship by showing interest in activities other than 
their own specialist subjects. This spreading of the benefits of outdoor education 
within a school is referred to in the Lothian Outdoor Education Research Project 
1978-79 from which I quote:  
 



"Teachers and children alike become involved in a similarly committing endeavour, 
and the distinctive setting for Outdoor Education, the natural environment, improves 
the potential of schooling to become a worthwhile and interesting experience for 
pupils and to break down the barriers to communication between teacher and pupil 
which so often impede the educational process in the classroom. In short, the 
instrumental benefits of Outdoor Education may be inextricably linked to the context 
of Outdoor Education itself, and these benefits incidentally spill over into other 
aspects of a child's schooling, making the child's educational experience one of real 
worth". 
 

 
Teachers in-service dinghy / board sailing course. June 1987 

 

 
Students canoeing on the Avonmore river in Co. Wicklow. Oct. '89 

 
If this aspect were better understood and appreciated by heads and staff in schools, it 
would go far towards facilitating the implementation of a scheme whereby ALL 
students would be given an opportunity to progress systematically from one-day 
introductory courses, through three or four-day residential courses to week-long 
expeditions during their years in post-primary school.  
 
The structure of this progression should be the next step in programme development. 
Outdoor education offers a wealth of avenues down which a student, whatever his or 
her level of ability, can venture and achieve certain goals with consistent leadership 
and encouragement from his teachers. The ideal should be set up a structure within 



which each student will have the opportunity to set certain goals for himself or 
herself, guided by the teacher. These goals will need to be difficult enough to provide 
a real challenge, while at the same time, be realistic enough to be achievable. They 
will be related to areas of personal development such as fitness, public service, 
hobbies, exploratory projects and other similar spheres. At the end of the programme 
the students who have proved their ability to persevere at their chosen interests and 
have reached a satisfactory level of achievement should be able to qualify for an 
award of merit that would signify the attainment of a praise-worthy standard of 
ability.  
 
In doing this I acknowledge that I am but following in the way so clearly signpost by 
that remarkable pioneer of uncompetitive but challenging education, Kurt Hahn. I 
believe that young people need to be presented with a challenge, that they are capable 
of achieving certain goals for themselves, and that such achievement brings 
confidence and a sense of worth.  
 
Looking back over the last thirty years of Outdoor Education development in the City 
of Dublin V.E.C., it is possible to identify many achievements. In particular I would 
single out the following:  
 
- the acceptance of an Outdoor Education programme as part of the curriculum in 
most schools. 
 
- teacher in-service - the great interest in Outdoor Education of a large number of 
teachers who have attended courses in the various activities over the years.  
 
- the setting up and running of the Diploma Course in Outdoor Education (1980-1987) 
under the joint auspices of the College of Marketing and Design, Dublin, Tiglin 
Adventure Centre, Ashford, Co. Wicklow and the C.D.V.E.C. Curriculum 
Development Unit.  
 
- reaching out into the community with special projects in youth leader training in 
Ballymun, Dublin's Inner City, Tallaght, Coolock and Finglas.  
 
- school initiatives such as Colaiste Dhulaigh Shackleton Adventure Course, Colaiste 
Chaoimhin, Clogher Road Adventure Skills Courses and Emmet Road Leisure and 
Recreation Courses.  
 
- summer sailing courses at Dun Laoghaire and the attendance of some of our students 
at the International Youth Regatta at Schull.  
 
- recent developments at adult level for VTOS students in Cabra, North Strand, 
Liberties, Whitehall House, Coolock and Ringsend.  
 
- Adult Community Project ('94) with a group of women from Cherry Orchard in 
Ballyfermot.  
 
- finally when we look around the country and see the increasing number of outdoor 
education centres being set up by other V.E.C.s, plus numerous private centres, we 
can be justifiably proud of C.D.V.E.C.s pioneering work since the mid sixties. 
 
 
 



Conclusion  
 
Much of what one reads about outdoor pursuits is couched in poetic and even 
evangelical terms. Hence I've tried to keep this article at a fairly prosaic level. I hope I 
shall be pardoned for lapsing into a romantic strain by way of conclusion. Perhaps 
nowhere else is the outdoor pursuits ideal better exemplified than in the stories about 
the ancient Fianna of Ireland. Cailte, one of the great heroes of the Fianna, once 
related the following story to the nobles of Ireland. A high king divided the country 
between his two sons. The elder took the treasures and the cattle and the forts and the 
villages; the younger took the rocks and the estuaries, the fruits and the fish and the 
game. 
 
EQUAL STATUS - SPORTS AND CULTURE.  
 
Aidan Mulligan 
 
 

Back in the early seventies when the Sports & Cultural Council 
was referred to as the Central Students' Union, it became obvious 
that although a large number of students were catered for in the 
sports area, many more, who were not interested in sports, had no 
outlet for their talents.  
 
With the support of Brendan Conway, then Principal of Sundrive 
Road, a number of us became involved in forming a Cultural 

Activities Committee. Most prominent at the time were Phil Galvin, now Principal of 
Crumlin College, Aidan Savage, Principal of Killinarden Community School, Pól 
O'Cuinneagain, Principal of Ringsend, Tom O'Brien, Principal of Riversdale 
Community School and myself.  
 
The initial idea was to promote public speaking and debating on an inter-class basis 
within the schools and then proceed to inter-schools competitions. Side by side with 
these an Annual Concert was staged, which proved a wonderful showcase for those 
with Musical and Dancing ability. I remember at the time that eyebrows were raised 
when we had the audacity to bring the Show to the Colaiste Mhuire Theatre, but it 
was one of the few places which could cater for the huge following from the different 
Schools. We were young and ambitious and did not stop at debates, concerts, etc., but 
ventured into the area of Lectures. One of the most enjoyable evenings was when we 
engaged Micheal Breathnach from Cork to lecture on the music of Sean O'Riada in 
Colaiste Eoin. The venue was important, since the Vice-Principal in that venerable 
col1ege was none other than the late Sean Óg O Tuama, go ndeana Dia Grásta lena 
anam! Sean Óg was well known from Claisceadal an Radio and with his wonderful 
knowledge of traditional music and the music of Sean O'Riada was eminently suitable 
to illustrate in Music what Micheal offered in words. Truly a night to remember.  
 
It was a real miracle that we managed to make any progress as our budget at the time 
was only something like £100 and that was to cater for all the activities.  
 
It is rewarding now, some 25 years later, to see the progress that has been made. Who 
could have imagined then that the Public Speaking and the Debating Competitions, 
would become such important events in the Annual Calendar of Events? Who would 
have thought that the Central Students' Union, a Sporting Body, would become the 



Sports and Cultural Council, that Cultural activities would eventually have equal 
status with Sports events ?  
 
A Dreamer - maybe we were all dreamers. 
 
 
The Culture Vultures  
 
Frank Allen 
 

It is my firm conviction that the work of the various cultural sub-
committees of the S.C.C. have contributed enormously to the 
educational welfare of the young people of Dublin City. Culture is 
defined as social and intellectual formation and in this regard the 
S.C.C. competitions in the cultural area have played a vital role in 
the education of the 'whole person'. The Cultural sub-committee 
was the brainchild of Pol O'Cuinneagain who was an enthusiastic 
advocate for its inception in 1972. The number of competitions 

mushroomed and the level of student participation increased each year. Now the 
competitions, which are lavishly sponsored by The Educational Building Society, 
have a very wide profile indeed.  
 
The privileged audiences who have witnessed the junior or senior debating finals or 
the public speaking finals would I think agree that our young people are developing a 
confidence in articulation which will never need the expensive assistance of the 
Bunny Carr or Eoghan Harris schools of communication.  
 
I remember many of the competition nights with great fondness. The original format 
was to hold a Quiz and Debate on the one evening. The topics were often 
controversial e.g. the 1984 final held in Bolton Street considered the motion "That 
President Ronald Reagan should not be welcomed to Ireland". Michael Hughes 
representing Gairmscoil Chaoimhin got so heated up in the feverish atmosphere of the 
final fray that he proceeded to lash the American president in most unparliamentary 
language. I hope Michael succeeded in getting his visa for the World Cup. These 
debates were marvellous and many an opponent was told that he or she was a 
'waffler'. Ann O'Reilly has in recent years added a very professional touch to the 
organisation of these events and one laudable innovation has been the issuing of 
participation certificates to every speaker. These certificates are a valuable asset for 
any student's curriculum vitae.  
 
The question time or Trath na gCeist was always very competitive and produced as 
many hilarious answers as R.T.E's 'Quicksilver'. I remember a young lad from 
Colaiste Eoin when asked who invented television answering as straight faced as you 
like 'John Yogi-Bear'. The quiz used also to include a compulsory round of ceisteanna 
as Gaeilge. Cé hé an tAire Oideachais ? There were so many elections in the seventies 
and eighties you could never use the same questions two years in a row. Joe 
McDermot then changed the format to a Team-Quiz competition which I think is far 
superior in that it removes the terror of being up there all on your own. The modern 
competition is like the pub-quiz without the alcohol. However the pop-music 
questions and the Coke and crisps supplied have led to a huge increase in the number 
of volunteers dying to represent their schools.  
 



The S.C.C. Public Speaking Finals have become the real showcase of the cultural 
year. The senior event was first organised in 1983 by Eileen Clancy and the Arundel 
Cup is now considered to be one of the major prizes on the S.C.C. calendar. The finals 
staged magnificently each year in Ballyfermot Senior College have received huge 
media coverage. Celebrity adjudicators like Joe Duffy, Nell McCafferty and Gerry 
Stembridge have added to the colour of the occasions and even Gaybo turned up for 
two finals (to cheer on his daughter). It does great credit to out system to see so many 
of our students present themselves impeccably and their thoughts so articulately. 
Carmel Lynch has developed this competition with great energy and inventiveness. 
Her latest drive was to organise a similar competition for juniors. This new event is 
my own particular favourite as I feel that the juniors speak with great honesty and 
native humour. Some of the topics handled were very serious and I will never forget 
the winning but nevertheless heart-rending performance in 1993 by Christina 
O'Rourke who spoke about separation of parents from the child's perspective. To 
witness thirteen and fourteen year old boys and girls stand up before and audience of 
a couple of hundred people and deliver speeches full of personality, poignancy and 
Dublin wit always more than compensated for foregoing an evening's episode of 
'Coronation Street'. The young speakers were learning a most valuable and underrated 
skill; even though they were often nervous with their knees trembling behind the 
podium. Despite being subjected to the slagging of their school-pals they became 
local heroes in the days that followed. These are the days they will always remember 
long after the blackboard lessons have faded from memory. 
 

Photos: Young Contenders 
 

 
 

 



 

 
The EBS Senior Public Speaking Final 1995. L to R: Carmel Lynch, Kevin Hughes 
(St. Kevins) winner, Jeananne Crowley, Rita Clifford, Cormac Brioscu, Manager, 

Ballyfermot branch EBS, Liam Arundel C.E.O., Tim McGill. 
 

 
Left to right: Paddy Moloney, Eileen Clancy, Rita Clifford, Crona Byrne, Gay 

Byrne, Colin Smith, Jennifer Ryan, Pat Coote. 
 
Being involved in the organisation of these events wasn't all hard work and even 
though we all believed that we were entitled to the 'Matt Talbot Award for Suffering' 
during the times of burn-out and frustration that all teachers experience, we also had 
great craic and were presented with ample opportunity to meet colleagues from other 
'coal-faces' and to have the odd jar. One famous night sticks out in my memory. After 
a debating final the teachers assembled in the 'Blue Lion' pub in Parnell Street. A 
mighty session ensued and the teachers joined in a sing-song with the locals. Pol 
O'Cuinneagain gave an emotional rendition of 'Boolavogue' to the delight of the 
drinkers and they clasped his hands in congratulation. The proprietor pulled down the 
shutters at closing time and invited the gang into a back lounge. The sing-song 
continued afresh and certain vivacious ladies were invited to join the following year's 
sub-committees. The proceedings ended at about three o'clock in the morning and the 
entourage entered the street. I remember looking across Parnell Street where an 
'incident' was about to take place. A teacher, a character who was later to become a 



politician, was sitting in the driver's seat of what he himself described as a rustbucket. 
Before he had time to turn the ignition he discovered a man in a blue uniform tapping 
on his window. We all stopped in our uneven tracks and watched anxiously. We 
needn't have worried. The slightly sober teacher wound down his window and boldly 
stated "I'll take your advice Sergeant, should I take a taxi ?" He explained to me the 
following evening that it was always a good ploy when accosted by a Garda to 
promote him to Sergeant's ranks immediately. A man of that calibre would make a 
fine E.C. Commissioner, don't you think ?  
 
I thank all the students for providing nights like that for me and also through the 
debating and public speaking competitions allowing us teachers an insight into the 
minds of the younger generation. That can only help to improve our understanding of 
the world and the relationships we all share.  
 

A shadow has been cast over the Public Speaking Competion by 
the recent tragic death of Joe Connell who represented 
Ballyfermot Senior College in the finals of 1992 and 1993. Joe 
was a marvellous charcter and his speeches were full of native 
humour and wit. His family were very anxious to get a copy of 
the video production of the Public Speaking Final and were most 
grateful to the sub-committee (Carmel Lynch and Timmy 
McGill) for furnishing them with this treasured memory of their 

dear son. We extend our deepest sympathy to Joe's family and friends. 
 
 
REPORT ON DEBATES 1958 - 1995  
 
Ann O'Reilly  
 
 
Early debates: 

 
The first meeting of the Debating Sub-Committee was held on 17 
January 1958. A number of schools had agreed to hold debates of 
an informal nature as the Sub-Committee was against any form of 
competition.  
 
The first informal debate took place between 1st and 2nd year 
students of Denmark Street and North Strand Vocational Schools. 
The following year eight schools were involved. It was hoped to 
have some debates in Irish and again the necessity to keep the 

debates on a non-competitive basis was stressed. However, in 1960 enthusiasm had 
dwindled and only one debate was held between Cabra and Denmark Street schools.  
 



 
Poetry/Short Story Readings at Marian College 1993. L. to R.: Leslie Doherty 

(Inchicore), Niamhin Scolard (Pearse College), Sean O'Dwyer, Hon. Sec. S.C.C., 
Keith Hanley and Dave Phelan (St. Peters) 1993. 

 
Rivalry:  
 
The arrival of television and its developments through the 1960s had its effects. An 
awareness of the need to offer students an alternative to its growing influence 
prompted the organising of activities through which students might have an 
opportunity to develop the art of communication.  
 
By 1970 officers and members of the C.S.U. were designing yearly programmes to 
complement the work being done in the schools. Debating received special attention. 
The number of schools taking  
 
part increased dramatically. The standard was very satisfactory and the interest of 
students was indicated by the large attendance at debates. This was due to the hard 
work and dedication of Eileen Clancy from Pearse College, Crumlin, who was on the 
organising Sub-Committee for the years 1974 - 1984.  
 
Joe McDermott from Colaiste Eoin, Finglas, organised the debates from 1984-1990 
with great enthusiasm. A wonderful spirit of competition with exciting topics existed 
during these years. An increasing number of Post Leaving Certificate students became 
involved in the competition and this affected the junior cycle students to some extent 
and interest declined for a short while.  
 



 
Ringsend Senior Public Speaking Final 1993 

 
 
During Dublin's year of tenure of the title European Cultural Capital, 1991, Carmel 
Lynch from Clogher Road Vocational School organised the competition. She 
introduced the idea of holding the debates during school hours in order to facilitate 
students, teachers and adjudicators. This was extremely successful and many exciting 
and enjoyable topics were debated.  
 
The years 1992 - 1995 saw the return of Joe McDermott of Colaiste Eoin, to the 
organising subcommittee. Along with Ann O'Reilly from Ballsbridge College, they 
organised wonderfully energetic and enthusiastic debates. The standard reached an all 
time high. The debates were very competitive and the standard was comparable with 
that in any third level college debate. The number of schools entering the competition 
was 19 out of 21. Marino College reached the finals on 4 occasions and won the EBS 
trophy in 1993. The trophy was won by the Liberties in 1992, Ballsbridge College in 
1994, and Ballyfermot Senior College in 1995.  
 

 
Left to Right: Rosaleen Lenehan, Ms. Barbre Kelly, Mr. Peter Finn. 

 
 
 



 
Ringsend Senior Public Speaking Final 1993. 

 
Appreciation  
 
The preparation and guidance of students who become involved in debating makes 
additional demand on teachers. The sub-committee wishes to thank all those who 
have involved themselves in tutoring competitors, organising venues and adjudicating 
debates. We welcome the ever-increasing involvement of others, and of course we 
must acknowledge with gratitude the wonderful support of the Sports and Cultural 
Council Committee. 
 
IRISH TRADITIONAL MUSIC, SONG AND DANCE  
 
Geraldine Reynolds 
 
 
The beat of a bodhran; the flutter of a flute; the haunting beauty of young voices in 
song. These sounds emanating from our normally silent lunch-time classrooms, 
coupled with visions of young dancers in flight to the tune of a reel, are not the sounds 
of an imminent nervous breakdown because, during the Spring term, students and 
teachers alike become absorbed in the fever of preparing for the Irish Traditional 
Music, Song and Dance competition.  
 
Taking place for the sixth time this year, the competition is responsible for a 
resurgence of interest amongst our pupils in the traditional song and dance of our 
country. Introduced in 1989 by Noel Carroll, (then the secretary of the S.C.C.), who 
became the new sub-committee's secretary, and chaired by Geraldine Reynolds, it has 
grown in popularity and has had representation from over half of our schools. Almost 
300 students participated in it last year. The venue has moved from Ballyfermot to 
Marino to Cabra, under the able organisational skills of Noel Carroll, Catherine 
Beirne and Ger Reynolds.  
 



 
Tracey Taffee at the ready. 

 
All competitors receive a certificate, with medals for first three in each event. 
Margaret Aylward C.C. have been the overall junior winners each year since 1990 
despite strong challenges from Colaiste Eanna and Ballyfermot V.S., while the overall 
senior cup has been won by Plunket College, Marino College and Margaret Aylward 
C.C. In 1993, adults from VTOS courses took part in the competitions for the first 
time. In 1994 the new adult category was included in the competitions.  
 
Go n-éirí go brách leis an gceol is an canadh.  
 
 
Value for Money Tom Raleigh 

 
When Jim McCusker 
purchased a set of boxing 
jerseys and shorts in 
November 1971 little did he 
think that 24 years later 
someone would use the 
invoice to begin an article on 
"Value for Money" in the 60th 
Anniversary magazine of the 
SCC. The invoice tells a lot. It 
shows that we lived in 
innocent times. It is redolent of 
the passion of the teacher who 
loved his sport, and who over 
the years communicated that to 
all the pupils whom he taught.  
 
That passion which burned in 
Jim was no less when found in 
teachers from other schools. 
They surely spent money to 
achieve good value just as Jim 

did, but can we now after 60 years seriously talk in pure economic terms of "value"? 
Yes, the jerseys were surely good value at 70p each, but as Jim and all his colleagues 
know the real worth of the jersey was in the pride it instilled in the chest of the 
wearer. Thus it was true in the schools then and now.  
 



Value exists in the heart and soul of the participant, not in the realm of economics. I 
am reminded of the story told by the late Danny Blanchflower, who played for 
Northern Ireland in the World Cup in Sweden. His Argentinian opponent just before 
the kick off felt his jersey and queried what it was made of. Looking dismissively at 
his own he shrugged his shoulders in disgust. But his poor quality jersey was a distant 
thought when the whistle went, and Danny knew after 90 minutes that his opponent 
valued his team more than any jersey of shoddy material.  
 
In the 60 years of the SCC I like to think it was always thus. Who can value a Freddie 
Teidt or a Stephen Collins, or a Noel Berkeley. Nor today can we put a value on 
Stephen Gately of Boyzone? All have been members of SCC, have paid their money 
and have derived pleasure and fame from their chosen activity.  
 
The unknown warriors have also fared well. The small boy trailing in last in the 1500 
metres or 3000 metres at Belfield has also achieved his day. Nor is the prize winner in 
the Public Speaking, or the embryonic poet to be forgotten either.  
 
Brendan Tiernan and I audit the books of the SCC, therefore we are in as good a 
position as any one to talk about value for money. Today the City of Dublin V.E.C. 
has approximately 12,000 students including VTOS. These students either by way of 
direct contribution or by grant aid from C.D.V.E.C. generate funds to the tune of 
£33,000. The amount retained in schools comes to approximately £25,000 since the 
£5 subscription per student is divided down the middle.  
 
At central level what do students get for their £2.50? Well, a glance at the list of 
activities in the financial statement will show that there were 24 listed activities for 
the school year 93/94. These 24 activities generate something like 80 events during 
the school year, and involved at least 60 teachers on sub-committees. One statistic 
which I would love to have to hand is the number of entrants to each competition so 
that you would see the direct involvement of students. My own reckoning would 
suggest that at least 4,000 students take part in these 24 competitions.  
 
Of course this does not count all the in-school activities, the debates, quizzes, plays, 
outings and so on which are organised locally by each school, and I believe that in 
one way or another, all students in C.D.V.E.C. derive some tangible reward for their 
subscription, even in some cases if it is only going in the bus to support their school. 
 
Anyone who has studied the annual accounts of the SCC, cannot but fail to notice that 
SCC has built up a small nest egg. This has been put to good use to provide a bursary 
for promising students who excel in their chosen area. Such careful husbandry has 
been a feature of the SCC and the earlier titled CSU. If one looks at the value of the 
students' subscription over the 60 years we can read a social history in its progress.  
 
I believe that the early sub came to 6d or 21/2p, and was divided 60/40 between the 
school and central council. In the 1950 s the proposal to raise this to a 1/- or 5p was 
rejected in 1957 but passed in 1958. Why such a debate about 6d you ask. Well, 
people looked at the percentage increase and felt it was too high at a time when the 
unemployed were marching on the streets of Dublin. And you may well ask why did it 
go up in 1958. The answer to that question is equally valid today when an increase is 
proposed. Principals worry about the cost to students even though students may be 
living in another economy. It was ever thus. Another factor in those days which we 
must remember was the fee to enter a Vocational School, and while not significant 



today, could amount to the equivalent of a week's wages for a working man, 
particularly when employment was not regular.  
 
In 1963 the subscription was 3/6d or 171/2p and raised to 5/- or 25p. At the time the 
late Bill Purcell pointed out the need to have an improved standard of trophy and 
these to be of a better quality.  
 
In 1968 Paddy Cooney as Treasurer proposed that it rise to 7/6d or 371/2p, the school 
retain 4/- and 3/6d to central funds.  
 
In 1970 the magic barrier was crossed as it rose to 10/-. That period was a time of 
great expansion and the extensive growth of SCC activities in the sixties culminating 
in the advent of free education meant that a greater demand could only be met with a 
higher fee. 10/- would buy 3 gallons of petrol and today £10 would just buy over the 
3. This gives some indication of how contributions have lagged behind inflation over 
the 60 years reflecting again the concern of all involved to do as the Tailor said to 
Ansty, "to give the blue bag of life a squeeze until the last drop".  
 
The last increase in the late 1980s brought the subscription to £5 but it now reflects a 
totally different society. Students are involved in a wide range of activities. The 
equipment they use has to be state of the art. Demands on schools for equipment has 
increased enormously. What schools do with SCC funds is a miracle when one sees 
how well turned out school teams are. Compare Jim's invoice with present day 
costings and ask do students get value for money. I suggest they do, due to so many of 
the legacies which we have inherited from our 60 years. In the 1940 s teachers saved 
string, in the 50s and 60s newspapers, and in the 90s the students can arrive in 
designer gear. But we as auditors must preside over a value driven committee.  
 
I started out to write about "Value for Money" and perhaps the only measure that I 
can put on the SCC funds is to remind people that nowhere in Ireland does a locally 
organised educational body exist to provide such a range of activities at such low 
costs. The prudence of the past sixty years has equipped us well to go forward to the 
Millennium selling participation in communal interests to prospective students, at a 
price, subsidised by the commitment of teachers past and present, to an ideal of that 
hidden curriculum of schools so often derided in today's changing world. 
 
 
A Helping Hand, Student Bursary  
 
Brendan Tiernan 
 
After a lapse of many years (since the days of C.S.U.) the Sports and Cultural Council 
approved a recommendation proposed by the Honorary Auditors in the annual audit 
report in 1992 to use the bank interest monies accruing each year to fund a bursary. 
The aim of the bursary is to assist students achieve their potential in areas of sport and 
cultural activities which are organised under control of Sports and Cultural Council.  
 
The areas to which assistance may be directed are for tuition/coaching expenses and 
also for circumstances where travel costs are a serious burden to the student. 
Assistance is also considered for attendance at workshop and training camps.  
 
Since its inauguration in 1992, 33 students to date have benefited from the scheme in 
the following disciplines:  



 
Sport - Gaelic Games, Soccer, Athletics, Sports for the disabled, Basketball, Tennis, 
Badminton, Canoeing, Polo, Hockey, Cycling, Judo.  
 
Culture - Public Speaking, Music, Drama.  
 

 
Peter Gahan 

 
Among the beneficiaries to date are Peter Gahan, student at St. Kevin's College, 
Clogher Road, Crumlin, and Derek O'Connor a student at Ballyfermot Vocational 
School. Peter Gahan has continued to develop his love for music since early 
childhood.  
 
He is a student specialising in the French Horn at the College of Music, Chatham 
Row, Dublin 2 and is a member of the College of Music Senior Band, Dublin Youth 
Orchestra, D.I.T., and Walkinstown Concert Band.  
 
The main highlights of his career to date:  
 
Gold Medal winner 1992 at the V.E.C. Irish Traditional Music Song and Dance 
Festival.  
 
Silver Medal winner 1994 at the V.E.C. Irish Traditional Music Song and Dance 
Festival.  
 
Appearing in 1993 with the Dublin Youth Orchestra in Wolfratshausen in Germany as 
well as numerous appearances with the College of Music Senior Band in the National 
Concert Hall, and the R.D.S. Concert Hall. Later this year he will be on tour again in 
Germany and Italy with the Dublin Youth Orchestra.  
 
Derek O'Connor played as goalkeeper for his school at U14 and Junior level. In 
addition he played for Crumlin United for many years and had the honour of 
representing Ireland at U15, U16 and now at Youth Team level. During the summer 
he saw his dream come true when he signed for Huddersfield Town. He made such a 
quick impression at the club that he was called into the first team panel at an early 
date. Jack Charlton need have no worries about the net-minding position if O'Connor 
continues to progress at the rate.  
 
Food Fare Competition  



 
Marian Nugent 
 
 
The Food Fare Competitions started in 1993 and was the brain child of Bernie Judge 
the Home Economics teacher in Colaiste Eanna, Cabra - now Bernie is with the 
Finglas Partnership. She was helped in organising the event by Marian Nugent, Home 
Economics teacher, Ringsend. The first Food Fare event took place on 10th March 
1993 in Marino College, Dublin 3.  
 
Six schools participated with prizes going to Cabra, Marino and Ringsend. The event 
was successful in so far as the pupils who participated were enthusiastic and the 
standard of work was very high.  
 
There were three categories with 5 schools/centres and twenty seven pupils taking 
part.  
 
Category 1 - Junior Cert 1st - 3rd year  
 
Category 2 - Senior Cert 5th - 6th year  
 
Category 3 - VPTP I and II, PLC, VTOS students  
 
Winners: Category 1 - Cabra and Ringsend;  
 
Category 2 - Cabra and Marino;  
 
Category 3 - Marino (3 prizes).  
 
In 1994 Bernie and Marian decided to run the competition on a theme basis and chose 
the World Cup as the theme for '94. The overall winner from the Senior Section came 
from the Women's' prison, Mountjoy, with Colaiste Eanna also winning a prize. At 
junior level Ringsend and Colaiste Eanna were prize winners.  
 
In 1995 the theme chosen was the S.C.C. Diamond Jubilee. The Senior Section 
winners were the Education Unit, Mountjoy (1st), Colaiste Eoin (2nd) and Cabra (3rd) 
with junior section prizes being taken by Colaiste Eanna, Colaiste Eoin and Ringsend 
- the standard was extremely high, only one point separated each winner. 
 
S.C.C. SOCIAL EVENING  
 
Noel Carroll 
 
Although the days still continue to lengthen for yet another month or so, the annual 
Athletics Championships in the middle of May tells us that the school year is fast 
drawing to a close and that it's time once again for that so badly needed "Night Out" - 
our annual Social Evening.  
 
The wholehearted involvement of so many members of staff during the school year in 
the programme organised by Sports and Cultural Council leads inevitably to strong 
bonds of friendship and loyalty amongst all concerned. This in turn generates an 
absolute need for one and all to have a good old fling together - to let the hair down - 



make fools of ourselves again. This we do really well towards the end of each school 
year - "May Madness" you could call it.  
 
Over the years we have been to The Hollybrook, The Clarence, The Green Isle and 
The Montrose Hotels amongst others but by far the most suitable and most enjoyable 
venue has been "The Tara Towers Hotel", Merrion Road.  
 

 
Frank Sweeney, Chairman, Athletics Sub-Committee and Alicia Halpin, Secretary. 
 
The evening starts officially at around half past eight but by that time it's always 
noticeable that a few of our number have started the proceedings much earlier -" 
Happy Out - No Problems !" 
 
We wine and dine to the best and recall the happenings of the year just past. Senior 
members tend to recall the days of yore while the younger folk want to know when 
the live Band - "John Keating and his merry men" are coming on stage.  
 
The customary speeches are made and then its time to remember a colleague(s) who 
has rendered exceptional service to Sports and Cultural Council over the years. We 
recall with nostalgia presentations made to Mick Daniels, Paddy Cooney, J.B. Hickey 
and Nick Corish to mention just a few.  
 
All are now suitably lubricated and all hell breaks loose when the Band strikes up. 
Tommy Maloney takes the stage to rapturous applause and renders a medley of 
popular favourites with great voice and delivery. Nick Corish lines up his troop of 
Irish Dancers and gives us the original Riverdance.  
 
Frank Allen ably assisted by Peader O'Duill treats us to the "Plough and the Stars" 
and the lovely Carmel O'Boyle sings ever so sweetly. For the next few hours we mix 
and mingle freely and Pol O'Cuinneagain may yet lead a fine singing session with 
"The West Awake".  
 
And so it's been each year after the Annual Athletics Championships. This very 
special social occasion brings together persons from the C.D.V.E.C. committee, Head 
Office, and C.D.V.E.C. schools, as well as a number of past members as special 
guests. We celebrate again the year just ending and pledge to go forward in the 
coming season in that very same spirit of friendship and loyalty. Long may it 
continue.  
 
CUPS AND MEMORIES  
 



Frank Helly 
 
My happiest memories of S.C.C. derive from my Parnell One days. The school is 
contained in a Georgian House - a town-house dating back to 1752, but today it is 
compacting 200 students (Co-Ed) into its sparse and inadequate accommodation. 
 

 
Girls Soccer, Under 16 Team, early 1980's including Gwen Maher, capped by Irish 

Senior Soccer Team (4th from left) 
 
Over the past 20 years plans and promises were made by the Department of Education 
to build a North Inner City Community College on a site earmarked by the City of 
Dublin V.E.C. This proposed College was intended to accommodate an amalgamation 
of St. Garvan's, Denmark Street, and Parnell One. A huge Sports Complex was high 
as a priority on the plans. A dream College ? Yes, a dream, but just a dream, never to 
be fulfilled.  
 
Against this background of meagre resources there have been endless achievements 
and successes by the school that are remembered and cherished by those involved, 
and by their many admirers - dating back to the 60's onwards.  
 
Previous to the present S.C.C., the C.S.U. involved the schools in many Sporting 
activities. A number of many famous names today started their working careers in 
Parnell One, in the 60's and mid 70's. These include Peadar Lamb, Martin Dempsey, 
Mick Ryan, Niall Jordan, Brendan O'Reilly, Padraig O'Dulain, Louis Copeland Jnr. 
all of whom involved themselves in C.S.U. activities.  
 
From 1980 the school management and staff sought to raise the morale of the school. 
Together we adopted a curriculum appropriate to the needs and abilities of Inner City 
kids whose self-esteem and self-image were at an all-time low. But not for long !  
 
The new approach incorporated immediate involvement in S.C.C. Competing against 
fifteen other Junior V.E.C. schools in all sporting and cultural activities the school 
soon transformed our girls into self-assured, confident, and determined competitors, 
with a strong will to win. And did they win ! Smallest of all V.E.C. schools, yet soon 
it was to be reckoned by all opponents. No longer were we minnows in a very large 
pool. 
 



 
Cross Country: Mrs. H. Hehir presenting the Michael Hehir Trophy for Cross-

Country to students of Colaiste Dhulaigh. 
 
In all sporting events the gold and pale blue strip was always to the fore and was 
always praised and admired. In cultural activities, Debates, Quizzes, likewise, the 
Parnell logo and uniform were always in evidence. The Parnell Girls became our best 
ambassadors. They never came back empty-handed, they came from all competitions 
with trophies and medals by the score as the glass cases in the hall can verify. The 
most coveted and competitive trophy - the O'Beirne Cup - was awarded to 'Parnell 
One' in 1985. Prior to that Parnell won the finals of the Junior Debates in 1981 and 
'82.  
 
I was keenly involved with S.C.C. being for 12 years on a panel of adjudicators for 
Quizzes, Debates (Junior and Senior) and Public Speaking. I devised and designed 
score sheets for all these cultural events. These score sheets are still in use today, 
many years later.  
 
It was the pleasure of the school to donate a beautiful silver cup that had been 
recycled from the School of Tailoring days as a future perpetual trophy - known as the 
Parnell Cup - for the most popular S.C.C. Junior Competitions - namely debates.  
 
On the 15th August 1988, Michael Hehir, the Principal of St. Garvan's Denmark 
Street died - an untimely, premature loss not only to his family, but also to the City of 
Dublin V.E.C., to S.C.C. and to the many committees he was involved in, and to me, 
personally, as a marvellous friend and colleague.  
 
To perpetuate the memory of this great man, it was my pleasure to present to S.C.C. a 
valued and prestigious silver cup - "The Michael Hehir Memorial Cup" - for the 
competition, which among others, was very dear to Michael - the annual Cross-
Country Race.  
 
Michael's wife, Anne, and the family were most grateful for this gesture. And it was a 
lovely occasion when S.C.C. invited Anne, Michael's widow, to present the trophy to 
the overall winning team on 7th December 1989 and also 1990 - my last year in 
'Parnell One'. Long may he be remembered.  
 
Des Broderick Remembers  



 
In 1970 I replaced Mick Ryan as Hon. Sec. to the then Central Students Union. Mick, 
who had been a very efficient Secretary, took over as Chairman that year. After the 
meeting, which took place in St. Mary's College, Cathal Brugha Street, we decided to 
go for a drink. As we reached the door, Mick said that he wanted to put his files in the 
car. "Where is your car?" I enquired. "Over there" said Mick pointing to an empty 
space across the road. However, I am pleased to report that we put this bad start 
behind us and the CSU marched on.  
 
Any reference to the CSU would have to include Martin Gleeson who was CEO for 
Dublin City. His two main interests in life were Rugby and Boxing. I was involved 
with the Dublin Colleges' Rugby team that played a bi-annual fixture in London and 
on one of these occasions the after match dinner took place in the Committee Rooms 
of the Rugby Union in Twickenham. This was the first time that this had ever 
happened. Martin Gleeson was larger than life. He had that special talent for cutting 
through the red tape and getting things done.  
 
CSU meetings in the early 70s were attended by great characters, some of whom are, 
unfortunately, no longer with us. Who can forget Jim McCusker and Mick Doogan, 
that great double act ? Mick was a member of everything that moved in the Dublin 
V.E.C. thanks to his being proposed by Jim. J.B. Hickey and Nick Corish, (I always 
thought of them as the Senior Senators), kept us on the straight and narrow with 
regular doses of common sense. George Dunne impressed us with his enthusiasm for 
Dublin Football and Tommy Maloney kept us all amused.  
 
I have fond memories of my CSU experience. I met a lot of first class people, made 
some great friends and learned how to work as part of a team. A genuine university of 
life experience.  
 
I wish the Sports and Cultural Council a happy 60th birthday and success for the 
future.  
 
AN S.C.C. MEMORY  
 
Harry Ryan 
 
Thinking back, I can recall an idyllic setting in Terenure on a sunny Saturday 
afternoon in May - the occasion of the Annual Sports Day. Being a small part of a 
vast organisation did not free one from monumental responsibility : standing, for 
example, on the first bend wondering if any team would make an illegal baton change, 
wondering if one would notice, and what to do if both did, was quite confusing. An 
ignominious fall in the Teachers' race hastened an early retirement - to a nearby 
sitting-room and Mick's kind hospitality. Other memories include the calming, 
professional demeanour of Gerry and, later on, of Fred, when match fixtures in 
Whitehall were obeying Murphy's law.  
 
What I would really like to recall on this occasion is the privilege it was to work with 
countless people who mixed dedication with respect, those whom one might argue 
against but work alongside. Congratulations to all who are or were involved with 
S.C.C. activities, and in particular to the many whose commitment and perseverance 
keep them fully involved after a quarter of a century.  
 
Where are they now?  



 
Paul Doolin 
 

 
Paul Doolin on left 

 
Without doubt Paul Doolin has been one of the most outstanding and skilful mid-field 
players to grace the League of Ireland and Irish League Soccer over the last 15 
years.While at Clogher Road from 1974-1978 Paul starred on many occasions for the 
U14 and U16 team managed by the late Frank McBennett as well as with St. John 
Bosco Club where he won two FAI Youth Cup Medals in 1978.Paul was destined to 
experience the big time and he signed for Bohemians in 1979 where he won League 
of Ireland runners-up medals.In 1984 he moved across the city to Shamrock Rovers 
where he was the key player in the League and FAI Cup successes of that year. He 
was also voted P.F.A.I. Player of the Year.In 1988 he was signed by Derry City and 
helped them to achieve the treble - Shield, League and FAI Cup in 1989. Again he 
was voted P.F.A.I. Player of the year (the only player to have received the award on 
two occasions).  
 
Sean Boylan  
 
Sean Boylan is a well known herbalist who counts Brush Shiels as one of his clients. 
However, the former pupil of Clogher Road is best known for successfully training 
the Meath Football Team. Sean spent two years at Clogher Road during the late 
fifties. Great times, he recalls. Sean played centre half-back on both the V.E.C. 
football and hurling teams at the time. In 1982 he took over the training of the then 
no-hope Meath football team. He has since transformed the team that were to be 
victorious in the '84 Centenary Cup, '86 Leinster final, '87 and '88 All-Ireland finals, 
three National League Finals and were runners-up in the '90 and '91 All-Irelands. 
Sean is also a director of the National Lottery.  
 
Brian McMahon  
 
"We won every competetion" recalls Brian McMahon of his hurling days in Clogher 
Road.True enough - Brian was the most exciting and talented player on the scene at 
both Senior and Junior level and captained both teams to success in 1981 - 1983 as 
well as representing City of Dublin V.E.C. at inter-county football in 1984.Since the 
mid-80s Brian has played on the Dublin County Senior Hurling Team and is the proud 



possessor of four Club Blue Star Awards, two Irish Independent Sports Star of the 
Week Awards, a Railway Cup medal, two Leinster Final runner-up medals and a 
Bank of Ireland all-star award in 1991 when he had the privilege of playing in the Sky 
Dome in Toronto against Cork.  
 
He helped Ireland beat Scotland in hurling/shinty internationals in 1986, 1987, 1992, 
1994. On Tuesday 31st January 1995 he received a magnificent silver trophy from the 
Lord Mayor of Dublin John Gormley in recognition of his contribution to Dublin 
Hurling in 1994. Brian is presently employed by Bus Ath Cliath.  
 

 
Dubs Delight: Brian McMahon well versed in the art of hurling. 

 
Noel Berkeley's Career 1984-1995  
 
Now aged 30, Berkeley only began his athletics in 1984 when attending North Strand 
Vocational School. Noel was 19 at the time and was encouraged to compete in the 
school sports by Mick Browne (P.E.Teacher). Soon afterwards he went on to compete 
in the V.E.C. Finals at the Terenure grounds. The running bug stuck with the young 
Dubliner and in October that year he joined South Dublin Athletics Club and began a 
successful career, winning an athletics scholarship to Oklahoma University in 1987.  
 
Noel continued to excel, both athletically and academically. He won many major 
races for his college and closed the college career with a magnificent victory in the 
Big 8 Conference, 10,000m. In May 1992, Berkeley graduated from Oklahoma with a 
degree in Business Administration. The same month he qualified for the Barcelona 
Olympics 10,000m, with the third fastest ever time by an Irishman (27:55.82). Now a 
major force in Irish Athletics as a member of Dundrum South Dublin A.C. his aim is 
to run the Marathon at the 1996 Atlanta Olympics. 
 



 
Noel Berkeley in flight. 

 
S.C.C. - Ringsend Roll of Honour.  
 

1. Soccer  
 
Arthur Fitzsimons Shels & M'Boro - Ronnie Nolan Rovers & Ireland  
 
Tommy Godwin Rovers & Bournemouth - Benny Henderson Drums & Glentoran  
 
Laro Byrne Rovers - Dan McGowan Shels & West Ham  
 
Paddy Kennedy Man United - Paddy Roche Irish Goalkeeper  
 
Davy Langan Derby County - Mark Benson Blackburn Rovers  
 
2. Boxing  
 
Fred Teidt Irish International, Silver Medallist at 1956 Melbourne Olympics  
 
3. Cricket & Hockey  
 
Pat Hade Cricket International} 29 Caps Hockey International } 1962 - 1971 
 
4. Rugby & Cricket  
 
Vincent Cunningham (PU's) Cricket: School International 1980's Rugby: Full 
International. 

 



 
One for the future  

Mark Benson 
 
 
S.C.C. DEBATING TEAM - WHITEHALL HOUSE  
 
1981 Ann Doran Veterinary Surgeon with R.S.P.C.A Birmingham.  
 
1981 Therese Brady Studying for Masters Degree in Personnel Management, Los 
Angeles, California.  
 
1983 Orla Guerin Former R.T.E. Correspondent in Eastern Europe now studying in 
U.C.D. Starts work for B.B.C. in 1995. 
 
MARINO COLLEGE  
 
1. Kira Carroll completed the Career Foundation Course at Marino and was always 
interested in acting. She is now employed as a full-time actress and is probably best 
known for her role as "Helen" in R.T.E.'s drama series "Fair City".  

 
2. Michael O'Reilly successfully completed The Drama and Dance 
Course at Marino in 1989. Since then he has enjoyed a successful career 
in acting - both in film and theatre. Look out for Michael in his latest 
film "Run of the Country" due for release this Summer.  
 

 
3. Holly Maguire's outstanding talents as an artist were recognised as a 
twelve year old first year student at Marino. She is rapidly gaining a 
reputation as a modern painter and her work can be seen in her studio 
in Mary Street, Dublin. A most enterprising person Holly also has a 
"pitch'' on Merrion Square ....... Stop by the next time you are in that 
part of town. Photo 

 
4. Gail Duff completed the Career Foundation Course and the PLC Photography 
Course at Marino. She always had a very mature attitude to work and stood out as an 
independent thinker. She now works as the Features Sales Executive with The Irish 
Press Group. 
 
SECRETARY'S REPORT ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
 
30TH MAY 1994 
 
The vision of our predecessors, who on 27th May, 1935, put in motion the 
organisation which we now call S.C.C., could scarcely have anticipated the care and 
growth which generations of teachers in C.D.V.E.C. have been instrumental in 



fulfilling. This evening we draw the curtain of fifty-nine years of endeavour and set 
plans for our Diamond Jubilee year - 1935-1995.  
 
The "march of time" has witnessed many momentous steps since that first meeting at 
Parnell Square. The shadow of dreaded Nazi swastikas and Hitler's embarrassment by 
the exploits of Jesse Owns at the Berlin Olympic games were just a year away, to be 
followed by de Valera's "new constitution".  
 
Electric trams and dating couples came and went from Nelson's Pillar - Clery's clock 
came later.  
 
Fred Astaire, Ginger Rogers, Gene Kelly and our Rory O'Connor all tapped earlier 
versions of the Point's "River Dance".  
 
Mick Daniels, groundsman at our Terenure Sportsground for many years, captained 
the Dublin All-Ireland Hurling Champions in 1938. Jack Lynch was likewise involved 
with Cork before becoming the "real Taoiseach".  
 
House-hold names of the era were Hitler, Mussolini, Rommel, Stalin, Churchill, 
Volkswagen, Panzers, Spitfires, U-boats, Christy Ring, Alfie Byrne, Jimmy O'Dea 
and Biddy Mulligan, Bang-Bang, Johnny Forty-coats and the "glimmerman".  
 
Yeats, Joyce, and Shaw were to pass on to their eternal rewards while O'Casey and 
Behan sought new fame.  
 
Pearl Harbour, Hiroshima, Belsen, D-Day and Normandy came and went, and Everest 
was climbed, the four-minute mile fell to Roger Bannister and Marilyn Monroe was 
also showing good form.  
 
We kept our heads and launched An Tostal - a tourist festival at Easter 1953. 
C.D.V.E.C. boxers visited London. Football, Hurling and Camogie teams played Cork 
sides, and a Fancy Dress Ball was held at the Mansion House.  
 
Communism and the Soviet Union frightened while Lester Piggott, the bikini, and the 
Republic of Ireland surfaced. 
 
Martin M. Gleeson, Nick Corish, Michael Sheehy, the Doogans, Paddy Cooney, Ms. 
P. Fegan, Bill Purcell, Jim McCusker, J.B. Hickey and Pauline O'Beirne were all 
doing Trojan work for our students.  
 
Tipperary took the first of their three-in-a-row All-Irelands in 1949 by beating Laois, 
captained by Pat Rustchitzko the son of a Pole. Meath took their first football title.  
 
Soon Rock 'n Roll, myxomatosis, Grace Kelly and Ron Delaney were all the rage as 
John Dalton (Killester) was one of several C.D.V.E.C. teachers sent to Loughborough 
College to train as Physical Educationalists. Ceili dancing and a Feis Ceol were all 
part of our activities.  
 
The "space race" took off, Pele and Fangio were about, de Gaulle returned to save 
France, J.F. Kennedy emerged and the Cold War was on the way. So too were Mick 
Ryan, Cassius Clay, Nelson Mandela and James 007 Bond. We had the Beatles, and 
Jack Charlton and England won the World Cup. We were soon to be metric 
Europeans. Man went to the moon.  



 
We should now be within your memory span as names such as Paddy Hogan, 
Elizabeth Chute, Eithne O'Dwyer, Pat Coote, Michael Hunt and Pol O'Cuinneagain 
mix easily with John Giles, Olga Korbut, Red Rum, Bjorn Borg, Daley Thomson and 
Eddie Macken. The Pope visited Ireland.  
 
The recent past has seen the development of Inter-county Cross-country, Hurling, 
Gaelic Football and International Rugby in the vocational schools.  
 
Film supremo Hitchcock, Steve McQueen and Yugoslavia's Tito died and we all 
wondered who shot "J.R." It was a time when terrorism was rampant, hijacking and 
kidnapping were common.  
 
Sean Kelly was "king of France" and Stephen Roche helped "C.J." onto the podium in 
Paris. Brady, O'Leary and Stapleton were on top, as were Coughlan, O'Mara, 
O'Sullivan and Treacy. Heffo's Army and O'Dwyer's Kerry were in good form too.  
 
Dana had set us on a roll in the Eurovision to be followed by Johnny Logan, Linda 
Martin, Niamh Kavanagh and "What's their names ?".  
 
A huge revival has taken place in the cultural activities of the S.C.C. and Carmel 
Lynch, Noel Carroll, Geraldine Reynolds, Ann O'Reilly, John Hogan, Frank Barr, 
Michael O'Dea and a host of their supporters must be applauded. We have seen 
fashions go from "new look"; the teddy boys; the mini; hot pants; boot boys, bell 
bottoms; micro skirts; to ethnic gear and cycling shorts.  
 
During these sixty years only two out of the thirty two counties failed to capture a title 
at some level of G.A.A. inter-county competition. Sligo did gain honours in handball 
and so Leitrim were given cause for bonfires with the advent of Ladies Gaelic 
Football. (Of course by winning the Connaught title in July 1994 Leitrim made up for 
lost time.)  
 
Ireland has produced champions and heroes in almost every aspect of sport. In 
musical circles we have always competed and entertained in classical, modern, 
popular and national spheres. From MacLiammor, Beckett and Enda O'Brien to Alice 
Taylor, Eamonn Dunphy and Roddy Doyle the words flow freely. The Abbey Theatre 
is of world renown as is the Rose of Tralee and other festivals. Our craftsmen too and 
fashion designers are famous.  
 
The new generations of the above seek tuition in our schools and you teachers impart 
knowledge and skill, and through S.C.C. activities afford them the opportunities to 
express themselves.  
 
That first meeting in Bolton Street, was at a time when Drimnagh, Ballyfermot, Cabra 
and Coolock, Finglas and Donnycarney were greenfield areas of Dublin.  
 
I started when we and Britain were glad to have the "Channel" between us and 
Europe, and for fear of boring you I'll stop with the opening of the "Chunnel". Europe 
and the S.C.C. have come a long way. 
 
End. 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 


